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Sally the 
Salmon Says... 


“Too many Sea 
Lions in the 
Columbia River 
could be the death 
of me!” 


GEN’L. WASHINGTON 1909-1930s 
The GEN’L. WASHINGTON in 1909 on one of her early voyages in front of Astoria with Pt. Ellice and North Shore Washington 
in the background. Notice the GEN’L. WASHINGTON Flag flying above the bridge in this Coe Photo. More on page 7. 


One Fourth of funds spent on threatened species goes to NW salmon 


Northwest populations of Pacific salmon accounted for one of every four state and 
federal dollars spent on saving endangered or threatened species during 2004 
according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (Government agencies spent $393 
million on helping the five Pacific salmon species — chinook, steelhead, coho, sockeye 
and chum. The total government spending for 1,838 listed endangered species was 
$1.4 billion) 

Noting that dams are responsible for killing as much as 80 percent of the young fish 
migrating to the ocean, salmon advocates argue that efforts to reduce harvests are 
intended to divert attention from the dams — particularly their proposal to remove 
four dams on the lower Snake River in Eastern Washington. They note that NOAA 
Fisheries said in a 2000 plan that cutting out all fishing would have little effect on 
listed runs. 

American Rivers, a conservation group, estimates that breaching the four dams on 
the Snake would cost as much as $4 billion over the next 10 years, while the Bush 
administration says it will spend $6 billion over the next 10 years to modify eight 
federally owned hydroelectric dams on the Snake and Columbia rivers to make them 
less lethal to salmon. 
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Foreword 


This paper is being published for the purpose of keeping the public and the fishermen informed 
of the facts and happenings in regard to the Columbia River Fishing Industry and people 
connected with it. Historical Articles and pictures will also be emphasized. The advertisements 
which appear within make it financially possible to publish this paper and we hope you will in 
return patronize and thank the business people who contributed to this cause. Anyone who 
wishes to contribute articles, pictures stories, or ads, please contact the editor at: 

P. O. Box 627, Astoria, Oregon 97103 or call (503) 325-2702 











Help Support the 


Columbia River Gillnetter Publication! 


| The Columbia River Gillnetter is one of the only remaining publication on the west coast devoted exclusively to 
gillnetting. We have been making a difference for 37 years, but our continued existence is 
threatened by increasing production and mailing costs. Now more than ever, we need a voice 
to represent our side of the issue, and the Gillnetter is an important contact with fishermen, 
lawmakers and the general public. 

If you would like to help, send donations to Columbia River Gillnetter, 
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The following individuals have made a contribution to the Columbia River Gillnetter 
Publication, which will be used to help continue the publication and mailing of this free 
informational newspaper. We thank them for their support! 






June 2005 — January 2006 






Harry Sollars — Astoria 

Don Goodall — Lake City, FL 

Hoby Thacker — Skamokawa We. 
John Winther — Vancouver, WA 
Don McDaniel — Astoria 

Arnold Anderson — Skamokawa, WA 
Ed Feary — Astoria 

Sam & Sophie Soter — Portland 
John Webb — Astoria 

Milt Doumit — Cathlamet, WA 

Bob Seloover — Astoria 

Johnny Wahl — Lynnwood, WA 
Dave & Lynne Louthe — La Crosse, WI 
Philip & Nettie Blair — Astoria 
Knappton Cove Heritage Center 
Nancy Anderson — Gearhart 

Ed Ericksen — Beaverton 

Richard Brown — Canby 

Gary Ziak — Knappa 

George & Almeda Siverson — Astoria 
Jerry Sommerset — Sun Lakes, AZ 
Thomas Dean — Bellevue, WA 

Mike Killion — Albany 

Don Cassady — Tillamook 

Vern Logsdon — Warrenton 

Bill Ojanen — Astoria 


In Memory of Don Riswick: 






Richard Palo — Portland 






Don Riswick, Jr — Port Orchard, WA 





Raymond Krum — Hanford, CA 








In Memory of Joe Thompson: 







Eileen Thompson — Astoria 







In Memory of Bill Young: 






Katherine Young — Olympia, WA 








In Memory of Prosper & George Brajcich: 






Carol Brajcich — Clatskanie 








In Memory of Clyde (Hoppy) Jones: 







Jones & Jones — Raymond, WA 





This paper was started for your benefit 37 years ago to hel j j j 
| fi p keep you informed on Gillnet issues. As we ar 
non-profit, we depend on advertising and donations to keep publishing and mailing this newsletter : 
Please make your contributions to: Columbia River Gillnetter, P. O. Box 627, Astoria, OR 97 103 













Cooperation and Fair Share 


The Federal Government, this last 
fall and early winter, has taken 
steps, without so much as a “knock 
on the door” or an invitation to 
“meet and discuss,” to force their 
method of saving Salmon on the 
Columbia River. First, funding is cut 
for the Fish Passage Centers which, 
short of legal action, pretty well 
assures its demise, and then after 
the first of the year, the 
administration in Washington D.C., 
revealed plans to cut back on 
harvest and shut down some 
hatcheries. 


Leading the move to close the 
independent Portland based Science 
agency, that was formed in 1984, 
was the Idaho Senate Delegation. 
They were very disturbed that the 
agency had presented information 
substantiating the spilling of water 
over some Snake and Columbia River 
Hydropower Dams this summer, as 
ordered by the U.S. District Judge 
,saved many more thousands of 
downstream migrating Salmon 
fingerlings. Against overwhelming 
statistics, the Federal Government, 
Bonneville Power Administration, 
The Corps of Engineers, and The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Fisheries (formerly 
the Nat’l. Marine Fisheries Service), 
still believes that collecting and 
barging fingerlings around the dams 
is more effective. 


The Tribes, Conservationists 
Fishermen, and Oregon/Washington 
State Fishery Agencies, say that the 
Fish Passage Center is serving very 
capably and should stay. We 
certainly concur. Keeping the river 
as close to a natural flowing stream, 


when downstream salmon fingerling 
migrants are present is critical. 


In the most recent Salmon ultimatum 
the Feds, through the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality, 
have attacked Harvest 

and Hatchery, indicating that 
Hydropower and Habitat have done 
enough to save Columbia Salmon and 
are overly financially burdened. 

We agree with fish advocates, 
including the Tribes and Fishermen, 
that it sounds like the plan is meant 
to divert attention from the 
Hydropower Dams where electric 
producing turbines kill large numbers 
of young salmon every summer. This 
new Federal program fails to give 
credit or even recognize the 
tremendous progress that has been 
made here in the NV, in the area of 
Harvest and Hatchery to protect 
Wild ESA Salmon and assure their 
future. If the dams are now the 
largest problem, then that is where 
we need to focus our attention. It 
makes no sense to shift the blame 
elsewhere. 


In the recent Spring Salmon 
Allocation issue meetings, it is 
Interesting to note that the 
Sport/Recreational fishery with an 
advantage of a 60/40 percentage 
split in 2005, were asking the 
Departments of Fish and Wildlife to 
increase their take to 70 percent. It 
needs to be pointed out that the 
people who were most interested in 
increasing their own catch 
possibility, at the expense of the 
majority, are not recreational 
fishermen at all but rather 
commercial guides, boat 
manufacturers, and others making a 
living off of the Sport of Fishing. Is 
this the way it should be? It became 
obvious to the Commercial 
Gillnetters that if they didn’t ask for 
some Equality and Fair Share from 
the compact, they would have 
practically nothing left in their catch 
for the many non fishing consumers 
in the stores, markets, and 
restaurants and of course for their 


Join your 
Union 


The CRFPU board has 
authorized lessor membership 
price of $100.00 or $50.00 per 

year for those who want to 
help out. 
The yearly voting membership 
remains at $150.00. 

A Union card and receipt will 
be issued in each case. 
Send Dues checks to: 
Jack Marincovich, 
CRFPU 
el Oly laiep leve7/ 
Astoria, OR 97103 


PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES! 
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| OUR OFFICE IS CHARGED FOR' 
| EACH ISSUE OF THE GILLNET-1 
'TER RETURNED TO US. IF YOU} 
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| FORM AND RETURN IT TO US. 
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'New Address 














City 
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Phone 
‘email 
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'_ Send to: Jon Westerholm, CRFPU, 
1 P.O. Box 627, Astoria, OR 97103 
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CANNERY CAFE 


One Sixth Street, Astoria, OR 
(503) 325-8642 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 


Columbia Travel 


Clatsop County’s First Travel Agency 
Founded 1934 


We’ll Get You The Best Fare! 


Remember us for your family vacations! 
AIR CRUISES TRAINS LODGING 


Rose Marie Paavola 


382 Twelfth Street 
Astoria, Oregon 
325-1531 or 888-325-1531 





own income. With the final compact 
agreement allocation of 57/43, 
sport/commercial, it breaks down 
to the Staff Biologists prediction of 
an actual harvest, of marked 
hatchery reared Spring Chinook, of 
30,900 sport and 6,700 commercials 
including the Select Areas. 

The final negative blow, in this 
issue, was the “commercial sport 
industry” starting a very visible and 
“loud” boycott against one of the 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
member’s business, when it became 
obvious they were not going to get 
what they wanted. This action was 
completely unwarranted, misguided, 
and just plain childish. We Salmon 
harvesters need to step back and 
reconsider our motives and actions. 
Cooperation and working together, 
by all user groups, needs to prevail 
as never before, as we face many 
more serious threats to the Columbia 
River and its Chinook Salmon. If we 
truly want this resource to be around 
for future generations then we must 


ee 


450 N.E. Skipanon Drive, Warrenton, Oregon 97146 * 503-861-2201 


The Pacific Seafood Group, a family owned, vertically integrated 
seafood company based in the Western United States. The Pacific 
Group processes West Coast products from Alaska to Mexico and 
owns and operates distribution facilities and distributes in 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, California, Nevada and 
Utah. The Pacific Group exports products throughout Asia, Europe 
and the Middle East and also imports products from many of 


these areas as well. 


Please see our web site for more information at: 
www.pacseafoods.com 


put aside our differences and unite. 

On the lighter side, we extend our 
best wishes to Englund Marine with 
their Marvelous new store at Pier 3 
on the Port of Astoria Dock. It will 
include the Fisher Brothers stock as 
well, all under one roof. Right next 
door is the new location for 
Columbia Pacific Marine and their 
reconditioned shop building. Also 
Bornstein Seafoods new plant, at the 
foot of Pier 1 will open later this 
year and the new Harbormaster 
Office Building, out at the end of 
Pier 1 facing the mooring basin, are 
additions to the Port of Astoria 
landscape. 

And finally, “enough already”, 
referring to January’s weather 
patterns with a record over 24 inches 
of rainfall, and one wind storm after 
the other. May Mother Nature be 
kinder to us as we move towards 
Spring, with some more decent 
fishing conditions. 


Jon Westerholm, Editor 


Alaska Pollock 
Albacore Tuna 

; American Lobster 
Atlantic Salmon 
Catfish 

Chum Salmon 
Clams 

Cod 

Coho Salmon 
Cold Water Shrimp 
Dungeness Crab 
Flounder 
Halibut 

King Crab 

King Salmon 
Lingcod 

Mahi 

Mussels 

Oysters 

Pacific Rockfish 
Pacific Whiting 
Pink Salmon 
Sable Fish 
Scallops 
Seabass 

Shark 

Snowcrab 
Sockeye Salmon 
Spiny Lobster 
Squid 

Surimi 
Swordfish 
Tilapia 

Trout 

Warm WaterShrimp 
YellowfinTuna 











Guest Editorial: Who does the fish resource belon 


By John Jovanovich 


At the recent meeting held in 
Olympia to determine the allocation 
split of the non Indian portion of the 
harvestable Columbia River Spring 
Chinook salmon between sport fish- 
ermen and commercial harvesters, 
the Washington Fish and Wildlife 
Commission voted to allocate 60% to 
sport fishermen and 40% to commer- 
cial harvesters. 

Sitting on the commission were 
five newly appointed members. No 
information was presented on how 
the new members were recommend- 
ed and selected to serve on the 
commission and no information was 
presented on what knowledge and 
experience they had concerning the 
Columbia River fishery and the State 
fish resource in general. It is unbe- 
lievable that the commission would 
render such a decision. No laws 
were cited authorizing the commis- 
sion to give a very large portion of a 
public resource to a very minute 
segment of the combined popula- 
tions of Washington and Oregon. 

The fish in question is a public re- 
source and belongs to all citizens. 
Where in the Washington State con- 
stitution does it allow a large por- 
tion of a public resource to be given 
to a tiny fraction of the entire popu- 
lation for their exclusive use and 
benefit? One would expect the re- 
source to be managed to benefit the 
entire populations of Washington 
and Oregon. That obviously is not 
the case. 

Consider this: Figures taken from 
the last census indicate the Wash- 
ington population at 6,203,788 peo- 
ple which includes a Native 
American population of 1.6%. The 
Oregon population was listed at 
3,594,586 which includes a Native 
American population of 1.3%. When 
the combined Native American pop- 
ulations (145,99 1) are subtracted 
from the combined non Native 
American populations of Washington 
and Oregon. (9,798,347) the com- 
bined non Native American popula- 
tion is 9, 652,356. 1% of 9, 652,356 
is 96, 523 people. Assume that 15% 
of 96, 523 are sport fishermen that 
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fish for Columbia Spring Chinook sal- 
mon. That figure of 15% would mean 
that 14, 478 sport fishermen were 
given the exclusive right to 60% of 
the publicly owned Spring Chinook 
fishery for their exclusive personal 
use. The other citizens numbering 
over 9,000,000 must be satisfied 
with only 40%. This is insane. With- 
out specific data from Washington 
and Oregon it is questionable 
whether or not 14,478 sports fisher- 
men actually participate in the fish- 
ery. While the figure could be much 
higher, it could also be much lower. 

Some sport fishermen who spoke 
before the commission indicated 
they wanted 70% of the harvestable 
non tribal fish to be for sportsmen 
exclusively. Obviously there is no 
limit to what sportsmen want. In 
Washington State they tried twice 
by initiative to get 100% of the fish 
resource, statewide. 

It is ironic that those who were 
given 60% of the Spring Chinook fish- 
ery is the same group that is playing 
a key role in the destruction of the 
fish resource. Their in river activi- 
ties are taking a toll on the natural 
production of fish. A study done in 
Montana indicated that wading dur- 
ing periods of fish egg incubation 
was detrimental to all stages of the 
incubating process. High powered 
boats capable of destroying egg 
nests are operating in tributaries of 
the Columbia River. Anchors that 
are dragged to slow drifting boats 
destroy any nests they may be 
dragged through. Engaging in such 
activities is like planting a garden 
and then walking all over and driv- 
ing a tractor all over the planted 
area. These in river activities are 
common and continue unabated. 
Sport fishermen have voiced their 
opposition to restricting such activi- 
ties. 

Catch and release fishing activity 
will also kill fish that have suffered 
injuries such as swallowed hooks, 
torn jaw bones, etc. Such activities 
are serious violations of the Endan- 
gered Species Act and the states 
that allow such activities must bear 


g to? 


the responsibility 

The Commission is obviously 
biased for the benefit of sportsmen. 
Their vote to give 60% of a publicly 
owned fishery to sportsmen for their 
exclusive use is blatantly wrong. All 
citizens must be treated equally. 
Sports fishermen have access to fish 
by fishing for them. For whatever 
reasons, the vast majority of citi- 
zens do not go to the Columbia Riv- 
er to fish for those prize salmon and 
must rely on commercial harvesters 
to catch the fish to make it accessi- 
ble for them through fish markets, 
stores and restaurants. The money 
commercial harvesters receive for 
the fish they sell to the processors 
is their payment for catching the 
fish for all citizens, who do not or 
cannot fish. Without the commer- 
cial harvesters the general public is 
left out. 

What has been going on with the 
fish resource needs to be changed. 
Legislators cannot be expected to 
know about all wrongful and unfair 
situations and it is up to concerned 
citizens to inform them. 

The recent action taken by the 
Commission is a clear indication 
that their vote to give 60% of a pub- 
lic resource to a tiny fraction of the 
population for their exclusive use 
and enjoyment is both biased and 
wrong. 

Obviously the Commission does 
not intend to end a policy that is 
wrong, unjust and possibly illegal. 
Change will have to come from the 
legislative bodies of Washington and 
Oregon. Concerned people that be- 
lieve change is long past due must 
start informing their legislators 
about this unfair situation if they 
expect to see corrective changes 
made. 


To quote Edmund Burke 1729- 
1797: “The only thing necessary for 
the triumph of evil is for good men 
to do nothing”. 


John Jovanovich, Seattle, WA 





“We 


GOOD JOB! 


ny On January 6th and January 14th 
our fishermen attended 
Commissioners Meetings in Salem 
and Olympia to testify on the 
allocation of Spring Salmon 
between Commercial and Sport 
Fishermen. | was impressed by the 
great turnout we had at booth 
meetings. The testimony by all 
could not have been better. 





Appliances & 
Home Furnishings 


Some of the facts and figures that 
were given by our fishermen most 
likely had not ever been brought to 


Seta the attention of the commissioners 
ee nate before. | think by sitting in at both 


meetings the impression | got is 
that the commissioners in both 
states received our testimony very 
well. 


Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm 
Saturday 9 am to 5 pm 
Sunday 12 to 4pm 


529 SE Marlin, 
Warrenton Oregon 


861-0929 


Pree Parking*Free Delivery 
Free RemovaleFree Set-up 


We don’t know if this testimony is 
going to help our cause but it 
surely can’t hurt. One thing for 
























Oregon Ocean Seafoods 
225 SE Galena 
Warrenton Oregon 97146 
(503) 861-1434. 
or Toll Free at (888) 738-8910 
Cash, money order, VISA & MasterCard 


Norman Kujala, Owner 


(SKIPANON BRAND © 


DELUXE HANDFILLED 


— SMOKED SALMON — 


packed by 
felts 


EGON OCEAN SEAFOODS, 
Est. 


Area’s First Commercial 
Digital Press! 


Prints personalized data and 
graphics so that each 
brochure, postcard, letter or 
flyer can be directly targeted to 
your customer with their 
name, graphics and/or photos 
that would be uniquely 
identifiable to them. Can also 
print their mailing address and 
postnet barcoding. 


1444 12th Avenue 
Longview, WA 98632 
360-423-1237 


REPRC 


PRINTING & DIGITAL SERVICES 





sure is that they know that we are 
still a strong active group of 
commercial fishermen trying to 
make a living and protect our way 
of life. 


The Oregon Commissioners voted 
5-4 for a 55-45 split on allocation, 
Washington 60-40. We were asking 
for a fair share of 50-50. 


At this time we are not sure how 
the two states will decide the split 
when they get together or what 
they think a fair share actually is. 


The latest report we received was 
that Oregon and Washington 
agreed on a 57-43 share on Spring 
Salmon. 


Jack Marincovich, 
Executive Secretary, C.R.F.P.U. 


Hunt’s Market 


¢ FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE « 
- VIDEOS BEER ICE- 
¢ CARHART CLOTHING « 

* WESCOE LOGGER SHOES « 


40490 Old Hwy 30 
Svensen-Astoria, OR 
503-458-6288 
Monday-Saturday, Closed Sunday 


North Coast 
Chiropractic 
Center 


Appointments: (503) 861-1661 
Fax (503) 861-1662 
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679 E Harbor Dr, Suite C 
P.O. Box 279 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
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The Gen’l. 
Washington River 
Boat was built in 
1908-1909 by the 
Northshore 
Transportation Co. 
owned by William 
Anderson, Ed 
Simmons and Ed 
Shatto. Oliver 
Layzell was Captain, 
Ed Shatto, Engineer, 
and Frank Ross of 
Deep River Deckhand = 
through much of its 
career. It was built 
to compete with the 
Julia B which lost 
out and transferred 
to the Cathlamet 
run. The Gen’l. 
Washington ran 
daily, with the tide, 
from Astoria to 
Khappton, with its 
huge lumber mill, 
Frankfort, and into 
Deep River, with its heavy logging activity. This 1915 Ford Photo shows the Gen’l, Washington leaving the dock at 
Deep River. It was sold to the Knappton Towboat Co. in the mid 1930s and retired from the freight and passenger 
service. (Information provided by Carlton Appelo) 





FISHERMEN! 


When you retire we can make sure you miss the job more than 
you miss the paycheck. 


Social Security has certainly seen better times. And who knows what the future will bring. I 





AGENT FOR can show you how to plan for a secure financial future with or without Social Security. 
Grange Insurance Group Call today for details. 
United Heritage Property e Casualty pepe 632-A West Marine Drive 
P.O. Box 990 
1361 Duane St., Astoria, OR 97103 st EGU 325-7991 or 1-800-234-7991 
(503) 325-4748 \ = 
Fax (503) 325-4118 Edward Jones 


Serving Individual Investors Since 1871 


Bussert, Law 
& Associates LLP 


ASTORIA: 
610 Eighteenth Street 

Astoria, OR 97103 

(503) 325-5102 © Fax (503) 325-0438 
Email: bula_@pacifier.com 














Hundreds of Gift 
Combinations 














3 varieties of 
Salmon Jerky 






Worldwide 

Gift Shipping 
800-772-3474 
Info & Ordering 


8 varieties of 
Cold Smoked & 
Cured Salmon 









Stace 1920 








16 varieties of ‘ : i 
Hot Smoked Fish “The Best in Specialty Seafood 


Come sample our 









& Shellfish Visit our retail store in our te eas seer 
Historic Smokehouse located a 
23 varieties of at 106 Marine Drive in Astoria SEASIDE: 


862 Broadway 

Seaside, OR 97138 
(503) 738-6441 ¢ Fax (503) 738-0457 
Email: bula_@pacifier.com 





Canned Seafood ; 
For fast and convenient 


ordering, shop online at our 
webstore www.josephsons.com 






Open Daily 








~ Old Store in 2005 Dedication, Jon Englund and mother Freda Englund New Store in 2006 


In 1944 Englund Marine supply was started by Axel and Ole Englund 
a small marine store at the foot of 15th street in Astoria. 


In the years following we have expanded into Ilwaco and Westport Washington, 
Charleston and Newport Oregon and Eureka and Cresent City California. 


In 2001 Englund Marine purchased Fisher Brothers Industrial in Astoria and we are now combining these 
two business’ into our new 40,000 square foot facility, forming Englund Marine and Industrial Supply. 


We appreciate your support over the last 61 years 
and look forward to continuing to serve you for many years to come. 


We would like to invite you to see our new faciltiy at 29 Portway in Astoria 


INC. 


29 Portway Astoria, Oregon - 503 325 4341: Toll-Free 800 228 7051 - fax 503 325 645] 








To the Editor 


Dear Jon, 

In reference to the pier 39 story in the 
last issue of the Gillnetter. | just 
wanted to let you know that the 
Warren Packing Co., built in 1869 is 
still standing and is used by our family 
for fish buying and net storage. 

Milt Doumit 

Cathlamet 


To the Editor: 

| enjoyed the article on the cold 
storage last issue. | worked there in 
the summer of 1943. My boss was Eli 
Nilsen who’s son Hank played 
basketball on the 1935 state champs 
team. Bob Arnet, Wally Johanson and 
Ted Sarpola went on to the University 
of Oregon and played on the 1939 
team that won the first NCAA 
championship. Hank was good enough 
to make that team but chose to play 
football instead. | also gillnetted with 
my uncle in 1941-1942. 

Jerry Sommerset 

Arizona, formerly Astoria 


Jon, 

Thank you for the Columbia River 
Gillnetter publication, we really enjoy 
reading it. Enclosed is our contribution 
in memory of our father Clyde (Hoppy) 
Jones of Raymond, Washington. 
Robert P. Jones 

Jerry R. Jones 


To the Editor: 

Thanks for the continued copies of the 
Gillnetter publication. | come from a 
long line of Norwegian and Swedish 
fishermen, in the Old Country and 
North America. Keep up the good work 
and continued issues. 

John Winther 

Vancouver, WA 





Corrections from the previous 
(Summer 2005) edition: 

Photo showing the Kinney Cannery at 
Northshore remains in 1971 on page 
17, and the 2 Kinney Cannery, 
Northshore pictures on page 31 
should have accompanied Bill 
Gunderson’s article “Remembering 
Northshore.” 
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Fish Passage Center €ut 

By inserting a 16-word sentence into a 
recent Senate appropriations bill, Idaho 
Senator Larry Craig put the Fish Passage 
Center on the chopping block. Calling 
the work of the FPC “data cloaked in 
advocacy,” Sen. Craig sought to put an 
end, once-for-all, to independent and 
neutral analysis of salmonid mortality 
due to the Columbia River hydropower 
system. 

The Fish Passage Center was founded in 
1984 to provide the Northwest Power 
Council with data that would help gauge 
the impacts of hydroelectric operations 
on threatened and endangered stocks of 
Columbia River salmon. That analysis 
conclusively showed that 80-90% of all 
salmonid mortality in the Columbia River 
basin is due to the maze of dams and 
impoundments that juvenile salmonids 
must negotiate in order to reach the 
Pacific Ocean. 

In the mid 1990s, a diverse group of 
scientists used this analysis to advise the 
Power Council that in order to reverse 
the ongoing trend towards extinction of 
endangered salmon runs, the Columbia 
River should, insofar as possible, be 
returned to more natural stream-flow 
conditions. Their recommendations, 
called “Return to the River,” were the 
harbinger of Federal Judge James 
Redden’s remand of the 2000 and 2004 
Biological Opinions prepared by NOAA 
Fisheries for managing the Columbia 
River system in a manner consistent with 
salmon survival. In his sternly worded 
remand of the 2004 BiOp, Judge Redden 
gave federal fishery managers one year 
to come back with a workable plan that 
would not be in violation of the 
Endangered Species Act, and required 
them to file bi-weekly progress reports. 
If, at the end of that year, he were to 
find their proposal unacceptable for the 
third time, he strongly cautioned them, 
he could and perhaps even would order 
the removal of the four lower Snake 
River dams. 

Judge Redden relied upon the data 
analysis prepared by the Fish Passage 
Center to come to his ruling on the two 
BiOps. That is what angered Sen. Craig, 
former National Hydropower Association 
“legislator of the year.” Like many 
another underhanded legislative trick of 
the sort to which both congress and our 
state legislatures have been too long 
prone, by inserting unrelated language in 
must-pass legislation, Sen. Craig forced 
an up-or-down vote on the budget 
resolution that also banned future 


federal funding of the Fish Passage 
Center. The bill also required the Power 
Council and the BPA to find another 
agency or organization that would take 
over the job within 120 days. That 
agency, in Sen. Craig’s view, was to be 
required to provide “neutral” data 
analysis, presumably such that would 
exonerate the hydropower system of any 
blame for the decline of endangered 
salmon stocks. 

Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council member Joan Dukes, speaking on 
this topic at the CRFPU annual meeting, 
had this to say of Sen. Craig: “He didn’t 
like the message, so he killed the 
messenger. The people who work at the 
Fish Passage Center are not politicians, 
and they’re not activists. They’re 
scientists and computer experts. They 
don’t make up the numbers; they just 
crunch them.” 

We can only hope that the House does 
not approve an appropriations bill with 
the same provisions regarding the Fish 
Passage Center, and that Sen. Craig’s 
chicanery is overruled in the negotiations 
that follow. 


injunctive Relief Ordered 

At a December 15 Hearing in Portland, 
Judge James Redden appeared receptive 
to an EarthJustice request for increased 
remedial spill to ensure greater 
survivability for migrating juvenile 
salmonids during 2006. Judge Redden 
indicated that he would likely return a 
split decision, granting increased spill 
through the end of the summer migration 
season, but likely ruling against holding 
more water in upper river reservoirs 
through winter and spring in order to 
better mimic natural stream flow. 

In an interesting twist, tribal interests 
came out against the request for 
increased spill. Although the ancestors of 
the Colville, Spokane and Kootenai 
Tribes all depended on salmon for 
survival, their present-day descendants 
are worried that drawing down reservoirs 
might expose and endanger ancient 
burial sites now flooded beneath those 
reservoirs. 

Representatives of the Bonneville Power 
Administration warned that increased 
spill would result in greatly increased 
power costs in 2006. Not so, countered 
the NW Energy Coalition. Bonneville said 
the same thing about the injunctive 
relief granted in 2005, but BPA rates 
actually went down, not up. Analysis by 
the Energy Coalition showed that the 
maximum cost of increased spill for 
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prepared by the U.S v Oregon Technical 
Advisory Committee. 
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ratepayers who are completely 
dependent on BPA-generated electricity 
would range between 20 cents and 2 
dollars a month. Yet this affordable 
investment would yield returns of 
millions of dollars to Columbia River 
fisheries. 

Judge Redden ruled as expected on 


Thursday, December 29, 2005. 


The Truth about Allocations 

By the time the Columbia River 
Gillnetter goes to press, the allocation 
decisions for the spring salmon fishery 
will have come and gone. Both the 
Oregon and Washington Commissions 
held their allocation hearings in the first 
two weeks of January. The Oregon 
Commission approved a 55/45 allocation 
split. On the other hand, the Washington 
Commission voted for keeping the 60/40 
allocation split for two more years. It 
will be up to the two Departments of 
Fish & Wildlife to hash out the 
differences at the Columbia River 
Compact. 

Salmon For All and the CRFPU felt fully 
justified going into the allocation 
hearings seeking a 50/50 split in 
allowable ESA impacts between the sport 
and commercial fisheries. And, no, this is 
not about a rapacious desire to harvest 
the last fish. We fully support adequate 
efforts to restore threatened and 
endangered stocks. 

The last year we had a 50/50 split in 
allocations based on ESA impacts was the 
year 2000. That year, even though the 
sports only caught 39.4% of the 
mainstem Columbia River harvest, as 
opposed to 60.6% for the commercial 
fleet, the total number of salmon caught 
in the mainstem was less than 800 fish. 
When the Washington and Oregon 
tributaries and the Select Area Fisheries 
are factored in, a different picture 
emerges. The sports actually took home 
86.1% of the harvest, leaving the 
commercial fleet only 13.9% of the total 
harvest. 

In 2001, the first of several years of large 
runs returned, thanks to improving ocean 
conditions. That year the ESA impact 
split was 47/53 in favor of the 
commercial side of the equation. But the 
sports took in 79.5% of the CR mainstem 
harvest, as opposed to 29.5% for the 
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Updated 21006 Forecast 

The Joint Management Team of ODFW & 
WDFW issued its updated forecast for 
Spring and Summer Chinook and Sockeye 
(Blueback) salmon On December 15,, 
2005. The numbers aren’t exactly rosy, 
but then, with the 2005 forecast so far 
off the mark, the agencies feel they 
have good reason to be cautious about 
2006. 

For Upriver Spring Chinook, the forecast 
is for 88,400 to return in 2006, of which 
46,200 will be Snake River 
Spring/Summer Chinook, and 12,600 will 
be Upper Columbia Spring Chinook. Of 
the Snake River Spring/ Summer 
Chinook, 14,600 are expected to be wild 
stocks. Of the Upper Columbia Spring 
Chinook, only 1,600 are expected to be 
wild. These numbers are all down 
significantly from 2005, when 254,100 
Upper Spring Chinook were forecast, but 
only 106,900 actually returned. 

For Summer Chinook, the forecast for 
2006 is 49,000. The 2005 forecast of 
62,400 was not far off the actual return 
of 60,000. But, the agencies are playing 
it safe with a low estimate. 

The Joint Management Team forecast 
calls them Sockeye, but we all know 
them better on the Columbia as 
Bluebacks. (But then, they don’t know 
how to spell Elochoman, either.) For 
2006, the forecast is for 31,000 to 
return, of which only 21 are expected to 
be Snake River fish. In 2005, the forecast 
was for 70,700 Bluebacks, but 77,200 
returned, of which only 20 were from 
the Snake River; the forecast had been 
for 66 Snake River fish. - Forecast 
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commercial fleet. Counting the 
tributaries and Select Areas, the sports 
took home 83.9% and the commercials 
only 16.1% of the total in-river, 
non-native harvest. Total harvest was 
98,882 spring salmon, nearly double what 
it had been the year before. 

In 2002, an even larger catch was 
harvested: over 115,000 spring salmon. 
The split in 2002 was 60/40 in favor of 
the sports. Surprisingly, the CR mainstem 
catch actually turned out to be 60% vs. 
40%. But, with the tributaries and SAFE, 
the total catch was 77.1% sport and 
22.9% commercial. 

In 2003, nearly 92,000 fish were 
harvested. The split was 65/35 in favor 
of the recreational fishery. The sports 
took in a staggering 86.1% of the CR 
mainstem harvest, leaving us only 13.9%. 
With tributaries and Select Areas, our 
share went down even further, 88.2% for 
the sports, and only 11.8% commercial. 
In 2004, we got back what we lost the 
year before and went back to a 60/40 
split. Catch numbers boosted back up to 
100,555. That year, the sports landed 
65.5% of the CR mainstem harvest, and 
the commercials but 34.5%. But the total 
harvest picture, counting tributaries and 
SAFE, was 76.5% vs. 23.5%. 

During 2005, the split remained at 60/40. 
However, the large run anticipated by 
the pre-season forecast did not occur. 
62,506 spring salmon were harvested. 
The CR mainstem catch percentages 
closely mirrored those of 2004, 65.2% vs. 
34.8%. But the total harvest figures were 
87.4% vs. 12.6%. Some of the figures for 
2005, especially the recreational harvest, 
are preliminary, using estimates based 
upon previous years’ catches. 

The overall picture is clear. Based upon 
the years 2000-2005, the average sport 
vs. commercial catch percentages during 
the spring salmon fishery run about 66.5% 
vs. 33.5% in the CR mainstem, but 83.2% 
vs. 16.8% of total harvest, counting 
tributaries and Select Areas. No matter 
what the ESA impact splits have been, 
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even when they have been in our favor 
the recreational fishery has gotten the 
lion’s share of total harvest. 

Going into the spring allocation hearings, 
the sports fishing industry went in 
seeking a 70/30 advantage over the 
commercial fleet. However, they did not 
prevail, in large part due to the 
tremendous outpouring of support for 
commercial fishing by the communities 
of the lower Columbia region. Our 
campaign to generate letters of support 
was gratifyingly successful. We all owe a 
debt of thanks to the volunteers who 
canvassed local businesses, city and 
county governments, port districts, etc. 
And to all the fishing families that 
traveled to Salem and Olympia to give 
testimony before the commissions, your 
diligence and commitment were 
tremendously important. Let us hope for 
a positive result in the final disposition 
of allocations when the Columbia River 
Compact meets January 26. The season 
hangs in the balance. 
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Thank You for Your Support 
Salmon For All would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you to the fishermen, 
buyers, and processors who contributed 
poundage fees in 2005. Even though 2005 
was a poor year for our commercial 
fishermen, buyers and processors, 
poundage contributions still came in at 
over $56,000. Considering the cost of 
office rent and utilities, staff time, 
supplies, printing, postage, etc., and our 
biggest expense, our lobbyist in Salem, 
that cuts it pretty close to the bone just 
to meet our expenses. But if 
participation had been straight across 
the board, with all buyers and processors 
making SFA poundage mandatory, even 
in a poor year, we would have had 
enough funding to pay for extra efforts 
on your behalf. 

For most of you fishermen, your 
poundage contributions came in from 
buyers and processors, who matched 
your poundage fees. But some of you 
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sent in contributions even when you sold 
off the boat. That’s real loyalty, and we 
can’t thank you enough. 
Buyers 
Darren Crookshanks - Willow Grove 
Chris Doumit - Bristol Pacific Fish 
Darliss Hyke - Mayger Station 
Laukkanens - Welcome Slough 
Robert Sudar - Fall Creek Fish 
Brian Tarabochia, SAFE buyer 
Gary Viuhkola - Wallace Slough 
Processors 
Bornstein Seafoods, Astoria 
FishHawk Fisheries, Astoria 
Jessie’s Ilwaco Fish, Ilwaco 
Oregon Ocean Seafoods, Warrenton 
Pacific Coast Seafoods, Warrenton 
Off the Boat 
Randy Evans, Naselle 
Marty Kuller, Cathlamet 
Kent & Irene Martin, Skamokawa 
Jerry Westerholm, Gearhart 
The #1 contributor among processors for 
2005 was FishHawk Fisheries. And the #2 
processor contributor was Jessie’s Ilwaco 
Fish, largely because Chris Doumit, Gary 
Viuhkala, Darlis Hyke, and Darren 
Crookshanks, who all supplied Ilwaco 
Fish, were rock solid in their support. 
Also deserving special commendations 
are Brian Tarabochia, who is a buyer for 
the Select Area Fisheries, and Robert 
Sudar of Fall Creek Fish in the Longview 
area. And thanks to all fishermen who 
sent in poundage sales off the boat. You 
guys are great! 
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Congressmen Invite Letters 
Representatives Brian Baird, Greg 
Walden, and Norm Dicks are inviting 
written input on the high cost of salmon 
recovery efforts in an attempt “to 
explore salmon issues and find legislative 
solutions.” The three congressmen held 
two rounds of bipartisan bi-state 
congressional hearings last fall in which 
they made it plain they view harvest of 
listed stocks as one of the key factors 
driving endangered and threatened 
salmon runs towards extinction. 








Ma 


BANKOF 
ASTORIA 


Member FDIC 





The Community Bank That 





kes Things Happen! 










e ASTORIA °¢ 
¢ WARRENTON ¢ 
e SEASIDE e 
¢ CANNON BEACH 
e MANZANITA e 


Full Service Banking 






















SFA NEWS — SF NEWS | 
Commercial fishermen would do well to 
heed this call, since such legislative 
solutions may come at your expense. 

A recent letter from Congressman Baird 
stated that two more rounds of hearings 
would be held in 2006, one occurring in 
Eastern Oregon, and the other 
somewhere near the mouth of the river. 
However, the dates and locations were 
not specified. 

Congressman Norm Dicks 

Contact: Pete Modaff 

2467 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: 202-225-5916 

Fax: 202-226-1176 

Congressman Greg Walden 

Contact: Colby Marshall 

1210 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: 202-225-6730 

Fax: 202-225-5774 

Congressman Brian Baird 

Contact: Mark Korman 

1421 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: 222-225-3536 

Fax: 202-225-3478 

It should be noted that mail delivery to 
Washington DC can be notoriously slow. 
Each congressman has a website and 
regional offices as well: 

Congressman Norm Dicks 

1019 Pacific Ave. Suite 806 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 253-593-6536 

Fax: 253 593-6551 

Congressman Greg Walden 

Jamison Building 

131 NW Hawthorne, Suite 201 

Bend, OR 97701 

Phone: 541-389-4408 

Congressman Brian Baird 

0.0. Howard House 

750 Anderson Street, Suite B 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

Phone: 360-695-6292 

Fax: 360-695-6197 
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News Briefs 


EXXPOSE EXXON 

A group of about 30 fishermen held a 
protest against the long unsettled Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill suit at The Pacific Fisher- 
mens Marine Expo in Seattle last November. 

The demonstration was held outside the 
Qwest Seattle Seahawks Football Stadium 
Convention Center, and brought attention 
to the passage of time-and plaintiffs-in an 
ere of huge oil company profits. 

According to estimates, more than 
3,000 of the plaintiffs have died since the 
Jury Guilty Verdict in Anchorage in 1994, 
leading to Punitive Damages Awards. 
There are about 32,500 other plaintiffs, 
besides the deceased estates, awaiting 
payment as a result of the fishery disaster 
in Prince William Sound in 1989. 

The Exxon Oil Company, now Exxon/ 
Mobil, has been appealing every deci- 
sion, from the Anchorage trial to the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, for over 10 
years now. In that time the $4.5 Billion 
in Punitive Damages has grown, with in- 
terest, to over $7.5 Billion. 

It is expected that the latest appeal 
will be heard in the 9th Court, by the 
end of January and that a decision will 
be handed down 2 or 3 months after 


that, Exxon, with its back against the 
wall, then only has one appeal left, the 
U.S. Supreme Court, and it has already 
refused to hear the issue in at least one 
other past phase of the famous case. 


Commercial Fishermen Of America 

Fishing leaders from across America an- 
nounced, at the Pacific Marine Expo in 
Seattle last November, the formation of a 
national organization for Americas work- 
ing fishing man and women. For the past 
year commercial fishing groups and lead- 
ers from around the U.S. have been meet- 
ing to plan an organization which would 
represent the common interests of com- 
mercial fishermen. This new organization 
has been given the name: Commercial 
Fishermen of America or CFA. 

The groups immediate task is to devel- 
op a formal structure. Doing so will help 
CFA meet its goal of promoting the gener- 
al interests of the fishing industry and es- 
tablishing in the minds of the american 
public, what commercial fishing is, how it 
is done, who does it, and why they do it. 


Tiny Alaska town granted 


$202,000 for surveillance cameras 
Thanks to a $202,000 Homeland Securi- 

ty federal grant the small town of Dill- 

ingham (population 2400) has installed 


80 surveillance cameras (one for every 30 
residents) to monitor the port and the 
town. While the cameras may stop ter- 
rorism in Southwest Alaska someday, 
more immediately, they should also put 
an end to the drinking, deaths and drug 
deals that go down at the port every 
summer when the town fills up with com- 
mercial fishermen. 

The cameras will be fully operational 
this summer and will take still pictures 
every 15 minutes. The images will only 
be stored if there is a crime. The came- 
ras are mostly aimed at the port. Some 
of the dual lense resemble storm trooper 
helmets from Star Wars. The government 
believes that the cameras could maybe, 
one day, be useful to know which ship 
dropped off cargo containing weapons. 

Some of the locals are outraged. They 
say that the only thing being captured by 
the cameras are their civil liberties. The 
cameras have raised concern over issues 
of invasion of privacy and individual free- 
dom that defines rural Alaska. 

Critics are circulating a petition de- 
manding the removal of the cameras and 
more than 200 area residents have signed 
with hope to put the question on the lo- 
cal ballot this fall. 
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Joint Oregon and Washington State 
Lower Columbia River Sturgeon Management Policy 


Sturgeon abundance in the lower 
Columbia River collapsed at the end of 
the 19th century due to over fishing. The 
population began to rebound following 
implementation of the six-foot maximum 
size limit in 1950. The population 
increased significantly by the 1970’s and 
the current number of sturgeon two-foot 
or greater is estimated to exceed one 
million. The current population is 
considered healthy and harvestable. 

During the 1980’s, coincident with 
reductions in salmon harvest 
opportunity, sport sturgeon effort 
increased and total harvest of white 
sturgeon increased significantly 
compared to harvest in the 1970’s and 
drove the harvestable (legal-sized) 
population down to levels of concern. 
Oregon and Washington responded with 
several modifications to size and bag 
limit regulations and elimination of 
commercial target fisheries to control 
harvest growth. 

Joint state tagging and recovery 
programs were initiated in 1985 to 
estimate annual abundance that have 
been used for harvest management 
decisions during the past 20 years. Since 
1989, fisheries have been managed for 
optimum sustainable yield (OSY), which 
requires harvest management plans to 
allow enough escapement through the 
legal size slot for the optimum level of 
sturgeon to recruit to the broodstock 
population on a sustained basis. 

In 1996, the Oregon and Washington 
Commissions adopted a 1997-1999 
Management Accord which specified 
sturgeon management objectives for the 
states, including total allowable harvest 
and allocation between sport and 
commercial fisheries. The goals of the 
agreement were to increase the 
population consistent with OSY, maintain 
a yearround sport fishery, provide a 
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viable commercial fishery, maintain 
stable harvest of sturgeon outside of the 
Columbia River, and conservatively 
manage green sturgeon. A second 
Management Accord was reached for the 
2000-2002 time period. The third such 
three-year agreement, which expires at 
the end of the year, covers the 
2003-2005 time period. 

These three-year management 
agreements have provided fishery 
stability within the annual management 
process and coincide with the ability to 
assess population trends in order to 
make recommendations for management 
adjustments. 


Total allowable white sturgeon harvest 

Annual allowable harvest was reduced 
from 67,300 white sturgeon to 50,000 
white sturgeon in 1999 when population 
updates indicated allowable harvest was 
set too high to sustain population 
growth. The 50,000 fish annual allowable 
harvest limit was retained in the 
2000-2002 Accord. 

The white sturgeon population did not 
immediately respond because harvest 
rates were initially higher than intended 
due to an exodus of fish from the 
Columbia River in 1996 and reduced 
recruitment to legal size due to a drop in 
fish growth rates. The annual allowable 
harvest limit was set at 40,000 fish for 
2003-2005 to compensate for this lack of 
population growth. Legal-size abundance 
increased by 13% with the 2003, 
estimate. Complications delayed tagging 
in 2004, precluding an update 
comparable to previous years. 

Harvest rates in recent years were low 
enough to successfully recruit fish to the 
upper end of the legal size slot with 
numbers of 48-60 inch fish more than 
doubling since 2000. Staff is less certain 
about trends in recruitment to legal size. 
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Estimates of abundance of 42-45 inch 
fish declined during this period but 
sublegal catch per angler trip, another 
indicator of production and recruitment 
to legal-size, increased from 19962003, 
only declining the past two years. 

Catch success in fisheries is another 
indicator of legal-size abundance. Catch 
rates were greater than anticipated in 
2003 and 2004 with both sport and 
commercial harvest guidelines being met 
with ease. Catch rates have slowed in 
2005 in both sport and commercial 
fisheries. Harvest per angler trip 
dropped 19% from last year in the 
estuary sport fishery and 25% in the 
winter/spring non-estuary sport fishery. 
In contrast, catch rates are currently 
exceptionally high in the October sport 
fishery in the Columbia River gorge. 

In conclusion, the mix of data 
indicates abundance of legal size white 
sturgeon in the lower Columbia River is 
currently relatively stable. An allowable 
harvest level of 40,000 white sturgeon 
per year is not likely to significantly 
jeopardize population growth and would 
be prudent to retain until additional 
abundance data is gathered during the 
next two years. 


Sport/Commercial allocation 
Washington (WFWC) and Oregon (OFWC) 
Fish and Wildlife Commissions have 
supported a lower Columbia River white 
sturgeon harvest allocation of 80 percent 
to the sport fishery and 20 percent to the 
commercial fishery since 1997. 


Conversion to a fork-length standard 
for sturgeon 

The State of Washington has a 
proposal in the 2006-2007 Sport Fishing 
Rule Proposal process to convert from a 
total-length measurement standard to a 
fork-length measurement standard. 
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Conversion to fork length is being 
considered within the context of the 
next multi-year Joint-State Accord on 
Columbia River Sturgeon Fishery 
Management. 

Sturgeon have a cyclic tail with the 
top lobe being longer than the bottom. 
Measuring total length requires that the 
tail is lying in a “normal position” while 
the fish is on it’s side. The limpness of 
the tail fin often causes the upper lobe 
to flop down at varying angles each time 
it is measured, resulting in a different 
total length each time it is measured. 
Fork length is less ambiguous, making 
enforcement more clear-cut, and the 
rule easier for anglers, commercial 
fishers, and buyers to comply with. 

This is not specifically an enforcement 
driven issue as enforcement officers 
have adapted to dealing with the level of 
ambiguity inherent with the total-length 
standard by using discretion in tolerating 
a small amount of variance in measuring 
total length. However, at times the top 
lobe of the tail of an oversize fish has 
been cut short and either the fish has 
been kept as a “legal-size” fish or, if 
released, this action extends the period 
of time that the oversize-fish remains 
susceptible to harvest. Converting to a 
forklength standard would take away the 
incentive to cut off the top of the tail. 
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The State of Washington has a statue 
prohibiting any mutilation that prevents 
obtaining an accurate measurement but 
this rule is difficult to enforce if it can’t 
be proved that the angler/fisher was the 
one cutting the tail. 

Sturgeon technical staff has the 
information to correlate total length for 
white sturgeon to fork length, so the 
actual size of sturgeon that anglers may 
retain would change very little. The 
formula converting total length to fork 
length, based on 42-inch to 60-inch 
white sturgeon from the lower Columbia 
River, is FL = TL / 1.1083. 

The fisheries have had to adapt to 
constraints imposed by this sharing 
formula but consistency has introduced 
stability to the sturgeon management 
process. The sport fishery changed from 
year-round retention to a combination of 
periods or days closed to retention 
beginning in 2000 to adhere to the 
annual sport allocation. The commercial 
fishery has also been regulated with 
noretention fishing periods and with 
landing limits to maintain the 
commercial allocation. 

The 80/20 sport/commercial sharing 
plan has been retained for 2006, on the 
Columbia River, with the 40,000 fish 
annual harvest limits. 
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Columbia River Spring Chinook 

Spring Chinook entering the lower 
Columbia River during mid-February to 
mid-March are predominantly larger, 
5-year old fish destined for lower river 
tributaries. Age-5 Chinook are dominant 
throughout March and reach peak 
abundance in the lower Columbia River 
by late March. Smaller 4-year old fish 
enter in increasing numbers after 
mid-March, reaching peak abundance 
during April. Upriver spring Chinook 
returning to the river system above 
Bonneville Dam begin to enter the 
Columbia River in substantial numbers 
after mid-March and generally reach 
peak abundance in the lower Columbia 
River near mid-April. 

Genetic stock identification (GSI), 
visual stock identification (VSI), and 
coded-wire tag, (CWT) recoveries 
indicate that spring Chinook destined for 
the Willamette River typically comprise 
the majority of the Chinook caught 
during past winter commercial seasons 
and March Columbia River sport fisheries. 
Willamette River fish predominate 
because they exhibit a broader migration 
pattern and contain a greater proportion 
of early-entering 5-year old fish than 
other spring Chinook runs. The remaining 
spring Chinook landed are typically 
destined for the upper Columbia River or 
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lower river tributaries such as the 
Cowlitz, Kalama, Lewis, and Sandy 
rivers, Plus Select Area sites at Youngs 
Bay, Blind Slough, and Deep River. Early 
April sport fisheries and spring 
commercial season landings include 
increasing numbers of upriver stock 
spring Chinook and 4-year old spring 
Chinook fish destined for lower river 
tributaries, Catches during late April 
seasons are predominately upriver spring 
Chinook and 4-year old Willamette River 
spring Chinook. 


Willamette River Spring Chinook 

The Willamette River Spring Chinook 
run passes through the lower Columbia 
River from February through May with 
peak abundance during mid-March to 
mid-April. Migration through the lower 
Willamette River varies with water 
conditions but typically occurs from 
mid-March through April. Passage 
through the Willamette Falls fishway 
occurs from mid-April to mid-June with 
peak passage in May. 

Historically, wild spring Chinook 
spawned in nearly all east side 
Willamette tributaries above Willamette 
Falls. During 1952-1968 the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) constructed 
dams on all the major east side 
tributaries above Willamette Falls, 
blocking over 400 stream miles of rearing 
area for wild spring Chinook. Some 
residual spawning areas remain including 
about two-thirds of the McKenzie River 
and about one-quarter of the North 
Santiam River; however, these areas are 
affected by upstream dams through 
alteration of flows and temperature. 

Additionally, the majority of the 
Clackamas River Basin remains 
accessible, although the 3-dam complex 
(River miles (RM) 23-31) has impacted 
migration and rearing conditions in the 
mainstem Clackamas River. Recent 
estimates place the percentage of wild 
fish in current Willamette spring Chinook 
runs at about 10-12%, with the majority 
destined for the McKenzie River. Passage 
over Leaburg, Dam on the McKenzie 
River and North Fork Dam on the 
Clackamas River plus redd counts in the 
North Santiam River are currently used 
to index the status of wild spring Chinook 
populations in the Willamette River 
Basin. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) classified spring Chinook 
destined for the Willamette River above 
Willamette Falls and the Clackamas River 
into a single Evolutionarily Significant 
Unit (ESU) and listed the wild component 
as a threatened species under the ESA 
effective May 24, 1999. 

Accurate Willamette River spring 
Chinook run size estimates prior to 1946 
are not available. During 1946-1989, it 


was generally believed that the 1953 run 
was the largest on record, at 125,000 
fish. The 1953 run was predominantly 
wild. This run was eclipsed by a return of 
130,600 spring-Chinook in 1990, 
comprised mainly of hatchery fish. A new 
record run was established in 2004 with a 
return of 143,700 fish, again comprised 
primarily of hatchery fish. 

Four large hatcheries above 
Willamette Falls produce up to 4.4 
million smolts annually, plus additional 
fingerlings to seed reservoir and stream 
areas. About 75% of this hatchery 
production is funded by USACE as 
mitigation for lost production areas. 
Below Willamette Falls, hatchery 
releases in the Clackamas River total 
about 1.0 million smolts annually. 


2006 Forecast 

The ODFW staff is forecasting a return 
of 46,500 Willamette River spring 
Chinook to the Columbia River mouth in 
2006 which includes adjustments for 
expected ocean harvest in Canadian and 
Southeast Alaskan fisheries. The 2006 
forecast is similar to the 1995-1999 
average return of 42,400, and less than 
half the 2005 preseason forecast of 
116,900. Age-specific returns for 2006 
are expected to total 1,900 3-year olds, 
22,200 4-year olds, 21,700 5-year olds, 
and 700 6-year olds. The 2006 return is 
expected to include about 4,700 wild 
fish (10% of total retum), which would be 
less than the preliminary estimated 
return of 6,100 wild fish in 2005. 


Washington Lower River Spring Chinook 
Spring Chinook returning to the 
Washington tributaries of the lower 
Columbia River are destined for the 
Cowlitz, Kalama, and Lewis rivers. The 
Cowlitz, Kalama, and Lewis River runs 
are genetically similar and are 
essentially supported by hatchery 
production. These fish migrate earlier 
than upriver stocks with the majority of 
the run passing through the lower 
Columbia River from mid-March to 
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mid-May. 

The forecast for the Cowlitz River in 2006 
is for a return of 8,700 adult spring 
Chinook. The 2006 forecast is slightly lower 
than the large returns of 2004 and 2005. An 
adult run size of approximately 1,400 is 
needed to achieve the 1,150 fish minimum 
hatchery escapement goal because a 
portion of the run spawns naturally. 

The forecast for the Kalama River In 
2006 is estimated to total 2,100 fish. A 
run of approximately 600 is needed to 
achieve the 450 fish minimum hatchery 
escapement goal because a portion of 
the run spawns naturally. 

The forecast for the Lewis River in 
2006 is expected to total 4,400 fish, An 
adult return of approximately 1,600 is 
needed to achieve the 700 fish minimum 
hatchery escapement goal because a 
portion of the run spawns naturally. 


Select Area Spring Chinook 

The spring Chinook program in the 
Youngs Bay terminal fishing area began 
in 1989 with modest releases by the 
Clatsop County Economic Development 
Council’s Fisheries Project (CEDC). 

Beginning in 1993 the Bonneville 
Power Administration (BPA) funded the 
Select Area Fisheries Evaluation (SAFE) 
Project which allowed for increased 
production of spring Chinook in Youngs 
Bay and expansion to other Select Area 
fishing sites. Currently, adult spring 
Chinook returning to Select Areas 
originate from transferred hatchery 
stocks that are reared and/or acclimated 
in net pens located in Youngs Bay, 
Tongue Point, and Blind Slough in Oregon 
and Deep River in Washington. In 
addition, spring Chinook production was 
initiated at the South Fork Klaskanine 
Hatchery in 2004 (2002 brood); however, 
this program was recently terminated 
following early release of the 2004 brood 
production group due to chronic 
Bacterial Kidney Disease and loss of 
yearround water rights for the hatchery. 
Spring Chinook releases in Oregon Select 
Areas are Willamette stock while the 
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Washington site utilizes Cowlitz and/or 
Lewis stocks. Most Select Area spring 
Chinook are reared in hatcheries 
supported by the BPA-funded SAFE 
Project: Gnat Creek Hatchery and 
CEDC’s South Fork Klaskanine Hatchery 
in Oregon and Grays River Hatchery in 
Washington although some smolts are 
trucked directly to the net pens from 
Willamette Basin hatcheries. Both 
over-winter and shortterm (2-6 weeks) 
acclimation rearing. 


2006 Forecast 

The 2006 Select Area spring Chinook 
return will be comprised of age-4 and 
age-5 adults from smolt releases of 1.08 
and 1.65 million smolts annually in 2003 
and 2004, respectively. Based on these 
releases, site and year-specific survival 
rates, and average non-target harvest 
rates, the expected SAFE harvest in 2006 
is for 3,100 adult Chinook of which 2,000 
will be destined for Youngs Bay, 900 for 
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Blind Slough, <200 for Deep River, and 
<100 for Tongue Point. This reduced 
forecast is primarily driven by the very 
poor survival rates observed for age-4 fish 
returning in 2005 which will likely affect 
returns of age-5 fish in 2006. A return of 
3,100 Chinook to Select Areas would be 
slightly higher than the poor 2005 actual 
return but well below the 2000-2004 
average annual harvest of 9,200 fish. 


Upriver Spring Chinook 

Upriver spring Chinook begin entering 
the Columbia River in late February and 
early March and reach peak abundance 
in the lower river (below Bonneville 
Dam) during April and early May. 
Historically all Chinook passing 
Bonneville Dam from March through May 
were counted as upriver spring Chinook. 
Beginning in 2005, the upriver spring 
Chinook run size includes Snake River 
summer Chinook and will be determined 
by the sum of the Bonneville Dam count 
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plus the number of fish of upriver origin 
landed in lower river fisheries (kept 
catch plus release mortalities) from 
January 1 through June 15. 

The upriver spring run is comprised of 
stocks from three geographically separate 
production areas: 1) the Columbia River 
system above the mouth of the Snake 
River, 2) the Snake River system, and 3) 
Columbia River tributaries between 
Bonneville Dam and the Snake River. In 
each of these areas, production is now a 
mix of hatchery and wild/natural fish. 
Although no estimates of hatchery 
contribution to upriver runs are available 
prior to 1977, it can be assumed those 
runs were predominantly wild. Hatchery 
production in the 1960s and early 1970s 
was very limited in comparison to current 
production. Since the 1970s, spring 
Chinook hatchery production in the 
upriver system has expanded to the point 
that in recent years about two-thirds of 
the run is hatchery produced. Beginning in 
2002, the majority of the hatchery 
production returning to the Columbia 
River was mass marked with an adipose 
fin-clip. With considerable numbers of 
hatchery eggs, fry, smolts, and adults 
being outplanted in recent years, it is 
likely that some of the current natural 
production is also an indirect hatchery 
product. Snake River summer Chinook are 
destined for areas above Lower Granite 
Dam. Under the ESA, the NMFS listed 
Snake River wild spring/summer Chinook 
as threatened in May 1992 and upper 
Columbia wild spring Chinook as 
endangered effective May 24, 1999. 


2006 Forecast 

The 2006 forecast is for a return of 
88,400 adult upriver spring Chinook to 
the Columbia River. This projected 
return is less than that seen in recent 
years, but still a good return compared 
to those of the 1980s and 1990s. The 
2006 forecast includes 46,200 Snake 
River spring/summer Chinook (14,600 
wild) and 12,600 upper Columbia spring 
Chinook (1,600 wild). 
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By Mildred Wallin Carlstrom 


This | Remember 


My father was August ‘Gus’ Wallin. 
He was truly a ‘big man’, involved in 
logging and gillnetting to match his 
nicknames of ‘Big Gus’ and ‘Big 
Swede’. He was a young man from 
Sweden when he came to this 
country in 1905 to live with his uncle 
Jonas Pearson in Upper Blind Slough. 
From there he learned to commercial 
fish on the Columbia River with his 
uncle. Gillnetting became his first 
love, but it was also convenient to 
work in the woods up on Aldrich 


Point Ridge for such _ logging 
companies as Palmer-Libby and 
Larkin-Green. He had huge, big, 


powerful hands that made yours 
disappear when you shook hands with 
him. 

My mother was Annie Haglund, the 
only daughter with a family of 5 
brothers of Charles and Ida Anderson 
Haglund. The Haglund family also 
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THE IVY STORY 


lived on Upper Blind Slough, having 
homesteaded there in 1883, before 
moving to Ivy Slough next to Ivy 
Station on the new railroad in 1907. 
Grandpa Charles 
and the Haglund 
boys were 
gillnetters who 
had also worked 
in the woods for ‘rtV7 
Palmer-Libby 
before leaving 
Brownsmead. 


Gus moved to 
Ivy in 1912 to be 
closer both to 
the fishing 
grounds and his 
fishing friends, 
the Haglunds, 
the Ennis boys, 
Pettersons, as well as Henning 
Lundquist, Pete Jensen, and Axel 
Bjorklund. This group of fishermen 
became a tight knit group that 
formed various fishing drifts along 


Stillwells, Grays, 





Saturday Morning on the net rack - circa 1920 
Axel Bjorklund in front with Elvera Skip Johnson 


Left to Right: Henning Lundquist, Harold Haglund, 
unidentified, Pete Jensen 


Prairie Channel 
Tongue Point, further downstream, 
in the summer when the big August 
Chinook run would begin moving up 

the Columbia. 


and_ fished off 


They would 
tow their 
houseboats, 


net racks, and 
bluestone tanks 
down to the lee 
| behind Tongue 
Point and 
“anchor them 
for the summer 
and early fall 
fishing seasons. 


Ivy was, and 
is yet today, a 
small 
settlement on the bank of Ivy 
Slough. Ivy Slough opens up to 
Prairie Channel and is technically a 
continuation of Svensen Slough on 
the lower west side and 
Miniker/Knappa Slough on the Upper 
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East Side. Mom and Dad met as 
youngsters in Blind Slough, and were 
married in lvy in 1915. 

The Cathlamet Indians had 
encampments in the region, and one 
family, the Cashels, still lived there 
after the railroad opened up the 
area to further settlement in 1898. | 
remember being told that this family 
was not very friendly and played 
many tricks on the new fishing 
family residents. There was a burial 
ground located on the hill above the 
Cashel place. This property was later 
purchased by Axel Bjorklund in 1928. 


Boats were the only means of 
travel early in those years and 
improved roads didn’t come until 
later. The lvy Station County Road 
provides the only access by car today 
to the small community. Of course, 
we used the S.P. & S Railroad for 
trips to Astoria and as far away as 
Portland. At first houseboats, built 
on large logs along the slough and 
gradually more permanent homes on 
property upland provided the means 
of living. Gus Wallin’s float house 
was built by John Lind, who did 
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August (Gus) Wallin 
Annie (Haglund) Wallin 


many of the floating buildings in the 
area. He also was a prominent fish 
buyer. 

Dad, at one time or another, 
gillnetted for salmon from the mouth 
of the Columbia all the way up to 
The Dalles, before Bonneville Dam 
was built. He changed boats more 
than once during his gillnetting 
career. He sold one of his early 
boats, the Gleason, to Earsley & 
Hart, proprietors of the Brownsmead 
Store. They used the Gleason to 
deliver groceries and goods to 
fishermen and people who worked 
and lived out along the river at such 
places as Woody Island, Brownsport, 
North Island, and Carlson Island. 
Another boat he sold to Knappa 
fisherman Joe Goska, who 
reconditioned it, put in a larger 
horsepower engine, and won several 
Astoria Regatta gillnet boat races 
with it during the 1930’s. His ‘pride 
& joy’ was a larger boat that he had 
built in 1932. He put a new Buda Gas 
Engine in it and it traveled fast as 
well as packing a good load of fish. 
He ran it in the Unlimited Regatta 
Races, in Astoria, from 1933 to 1936 
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Ken & Millie Carlstrom with great 
grandaughter Sophia 
in 2005 


and always finished in the top 2 or 3. 
Mom’s brothers, William, John, and 
Oscar Haglund also ran in the races 
several times and Willie won with his 
boat in 1932. 


In 1927, when | was just 7 years 
old, the entire family took a boat 
trip across the river to one of the 
seining grounds on Sand _ Island 
outside of Chinook, Washington. We 
observed the horse seining process 
going on, and had access to the Cook 
House where my mother, aunt, and 
grandmother canned crab meat to 
take home with us. This was really a 
fun experience. 


In 1938, Gus bid and won a job with 
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the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
on the Columbia River. His larger 


boat was good for transporting H yd rau | i Cc Ma ri ne 


Instruments and equipment and 
besides it was fast and didn’t take E qu i pment Co Inc 
long getting from place to place. fe 
Dad’s knowledge of the river was 
also a factor in his getting the We build all sizes of famous 


contract. Lt. Knox was so satisfied Columbia River Gillnet rollers 
ith D i : : : 
with Dad and his boat that he was Custom-built hydraulic equipment 


rehired through 1940.They painted 
GALIBI506 67218-22211 


large numbers on the boat to 

identify it from a distance. They had 

a small houseboat that they towed Stuart Haas P.O. Box 156 Clatskanie, OR 97016 
around and anchored for a week at a 

time so they didn’t have to come 
ashore so often. 


1938 was a big year for me, as well 
as Dad, as | was a senior at Knappa 
High School with graduation day 
looming. The Astoria Regatta also Anheuser-Busch Budweiser Breweries 
made a big impression on me as | 


New capstan roller 















Don Herlin Painting 


Licensed e Bonded e Insured 












Residential - Commercial 
Interior - Exterior 





was selected Knappa Princess that oh tea 29 years experience 
summer for the festivities in Astoria. 
| will never forget the extravagant CLATSOP DISTRIBUTING CO. 


903-325-3615 


Astoria, OR 97103 
CCB #74419 


1375 S.E. 12th Pl, Warrenton, OR 97146 
P. O. Box 420 ¢ Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 861-4275 * FAX (503) 861-2750 














CLATSOP POWER 


EQUIPMENT 





Gus Wallin in Ivy Slough | an j q 
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festival put on at Gyro Field with Johnson. — Fred & Gregg Mestrich — 
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experience. 


During WWII Gus joined other 
Coast 


gillnetters in the 
Auxiliary. Their job 
was to watch on the 
river for any 
suspicious boats or 
activity and help 
the regular Coast 
Guard 
Point. They went to 
many meetings and 
patrolled different 
places on the river. 


Who can 

forget those days, 
during the war, 
about always © 
keeping the blinds | 
pulled closed at = 
night and not 
allowing any light 
to escape and 
always being 


at Tongue — 


ever | 


Guard 


The Royal Court: Regatta Pagent on Gyro Field, Astoria. Millie Wallin on the left in 1938 


careful about talking to strangers - 
‘the enemy will see and hear’. 

In 1941 both my grandmother and 
mother died only 2 months apart. 
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place. In 1943 he sold his boat to 
Ralph Larson and his houseboat and 
net rack to Cecil Sparling, and began 
milking cows and 
raising beef. 


This was a traumatic time for both 
Dad and |. | helped him with his 
fishing for 2 or 3 years after that, 


| married 
Kenneth Carlstrom 
in1946 and we 


moved in with Dad 
on the old Stilwell 
place. Kenny was 
my special friend 
from Knappa High 
School days. We 
have 2 daughters 
and 2 
grandchildren. We 
took care of Dad, 
The Big Swede, in 
Ivy until his death 
ins 1975 
we sold the old 
place and moved 
to a new acreage 
in Svensen where we have resided 
ever since, taking care of our pet 
deer and watching the local elk herd 
cross our pasture. 


but Big Gus, who had been both a 
logger and a gillnetter, now became 
more of a farmer and cattleman as 
he spent more time on the home 
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A Short History of Ivy Valley 


By Gene Holmes 


Axel Bjorklund came to Ivy in1928. 
Carl ‘Bud’ Johnson, his nephew, and 
Elvera ‘Skip’ Johnson, his niece, came 
with him as they were his family. 


Axel was a Gillnetter that fished 
mostly on the Svensen Drift and Pole 
Hole from Miniker and Russian Islands 
down to Svensen Island in Prairie 
Channel. Carl, also known as ‘Ivy Bud’, 
fished with his Uncle Axel on the river. 
Later he also went fishing in Bristol 
Bay, Alaska, and also worked on a 
shark boat out in the Pacific. 


Elvera ‘Skip’ Johnson was known on 
the waterfront as ‘Little Skipper’ 
and knew the river as well as any 
fisherman. She was my mother. She 
was quite a swimmer and during the 
1936 Astoria Regatta became the 
first Clatsop County woman, as far as 
| know, to swim across the Columbia. 

| started fishing, as a boat puller, 
with Axel in the summer of 1954 at 
the age of 12. Axel Bjorklund died in 
1962 and his fishing tradition out of Ivy 
was Carried on by Uncle Bud until his 
death in 1992. | fished with Axel every 
summer until1959 when | ventured to 
Alaska to fish on a purse seiner. | re- 
turned permanently to lvy in 1972 fish- 
ing the Salmon Permit with Bud until 
his death, and then continuing the 
family tradition that was started in 
1928 until the present day. 


Axel had immigrated to this coun- 
try from Sweden in 1910 as a young 
man. His hometown in North Sweden 
was Pittea but he had also lived for a 
time along the Baltic Sea, at a place 
called Orlund that he remembered 
looked just like Astoria. When he 
came to Astoria he fished a Whip 
Seine above Tongue Point where Lois 
Island is now. He handled 2 teams of 
horses, and like many of the seiners 
of the day, lived upriver on a house- 
boat in the winter and towed it down 
to Tongue Point each spring, return- 
ing to Blind Slough again in the fall. 
When he bought the place in Ivy Val- 
ley he moored his houseboat and net 
rack in Ivy Slough. 

There were 4 or 5 fishermen with 
boats in Ivy. Axel, August Wallin, and 
the Haglund Brothers were there, and 
there were more boats and house- 
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boats moored downstream in Svensen 
Slough. There was a boat shop, with a 
boat carpenter for a few years, on pil- 
ing at the upper end of Ivy Slough. 


Axel started with a double ender 
and fished it for years. He moved up 
to a square stern Bow Picker in the 
1950’s with a ‘skunk roller’ until he 
put in a power roller during his last 
few years of fishing (about 1956). All 
of you boat pullers know what a 
‘skunk roller’ is and if you don’t, you 
missed out on one of life’s best expe- 
riences! Bud fished his uncle’s bow 
picker through the ‘60’s, also adding 
a new engine. Later, Bud replaced 
his uncles wooden boat with a fiber 
glassed stern reel boat with a 454 
Crusader for power. The sea green 
and white trimmed boat was named 
the ‘Ivy J’. He installed a dual pow- 
er reel and fished that boat until the 
end of the season in 1991. He died 
before spring fishing started or he 
would have fished that too! | still 
fish that boat today. 


Bud’s friend Chuck Haglund grew 
up on a house boat moored at the end 
of lvy Station Road, a member of the 
William Haglund Family. His family 
was a fishing family also, and had all 
of the necessary things that were 
needed, such as a net rack, a net 
shed to hold all of the various mesh- 
es, and you name it. The Haglund 
Family had a presence in lvy Valley at 
least since the early 20’s, fishing and 
farming. Chuck still has his Gillnet 
boat, the Charmer, moored at his 
dock in Svensen Slough. 

Uncle Bud carried on his Uncle 
Axel’s lvy tradition, as | now 
continue for him. 





Axel Bjorklund, circa 1930 






Birthday Party at The Supreme Court - The Cannery Café 
John Hill at the corner of the table, with the Sisu hat on, 
is celebrating number 89 recently. 


To his left is his wife Anna, Francine Parker, Bill Gunderson, and Jerry Westerholm. 


To his right is Abbie hander, Harry Phillips, unknown, and Walt Fransen. 


Sant Marine 
R.V. Supply Co. 


Gillnetters! 
ORDER YOUR 


NETTING NOW! 


Skipanon Marine & R.V. offers 
Complete R.V. Repair/Service/Parts. 
We do warranty work on new trailers & motor homes. 
Insurance Claims ¢ Estimates 
Expert Boat & Trailer wiring/Electric Brake repair 


Crab Rope ¢ Floats * Seine Leads * HD Buoy Hook Poles 
(Crab Rope in Stock) 


NOW OFFERING SCOOTERLIFT - CART & 
WHEELCHAIR LIFTS - SALES & SERVICE 


SEE RV LOCATORS HERE IN THE STORE 
Quality used trailers & fifth wheelers 


69 NE Heron, Warrenton, Oregon 
At entrance to the Warrenton Mooring Bassin 
Phone (503) 861-3626 Fax (503) 861-3646 
Open Monday thru Saturday, 7:30 — 5:30 





Recollections 


By Eldon Korpela 


Obviously | did have my hair cut 
during the early years of my life but 
| have no recollection of them until 
after we moved from our first home 
to our second. We had rented a 
place on the hill overlooking the Port 
of Astoria. Our move was to a home 
my parents purchased in the Smith 
Point area located . 
westward and south, — 
around the point less than 
a mile from our first home. 
Across the highway and 
over the waters of Youngs 
Bay, located on _ piling, 
were a large two _ story 
warehouse, net racks and a fg 
fish receiving station. All && 
were part. of Union § 
Fishermen’s Co-operative 
Fishing Company who my 





father fished for as a 
gillnetter. 

Part of this complex was 
a two-story piling 


supported bunkhouse where 
company fishermen could 
live rent free as long as 
they loyally sold their catch 
to Union Fish. | was of 
preschool age when we moved and 
vividly recall my years of bunkhouse 
haircuts. This was a time during the 
great depression following 1929, 
when people had to perform many of 
the tasks which today are hired out. 
One of the rooms was occupied by 
the Niemi brothers, all single at the 
time, who had become proficient at 
cutting hair. Auke and Justice cut a 
lot of neighborhood hair in their 


Swidial 


TRAVEL SERVICE 


“We specialize in Alaska 
Fishermen’s fares” 
SALMON FOR ALL MEMBER 
We thank you for your patronage! 
Vacation Family Cruises 
ASTORIA — SEASIDE — PORTLAND 
325-4484 * 738-3324 
or 1-800-433-1164 


Email: sundial @sundialtravel.com 








Of My Early Haircuts 


room. My mother seeing that | 
needed my hair cut would give me a 
coin and send me over on a Saturday 
when she anticipated that others 
would be showing up to get a 
haircut. While waiting in line, | would 
be very interested in one corner 
where someone was usually knitting 
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Harry M. Steinbock in the bassin. 


gillnet webbing. He would work on a 
steel bar upon which the netting was 
being knit, using a needle or shuttle 
filled with linen twine. To create a 
mesh the twine would be wrapped 
around a mesh board of the proper 
size to create netting usually of the 
nine-inch mesh size. On the wall 
was a record of the total number of 
haircuts each knitter had earned by 
knitting the proper amount of 
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Glen Lake 
Barber Shop 


GLEN BAY 


14407 Excelsior Blvd. 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 


| 952-983-8111 

















ae aii 
Long time gillnetter Eldon Korpela at the West End mooring 
bassin with the Astoria Megler bridge and the old Union 
cannery piling in the background (now the site of the 
Cannery Pier Hotel). Notice also the city of Astoria fireboat 












webbing required for each haircut. | 
quickly estimated that a few men 
had earned enough for many years of 
cuts. | anticipated the time when | 
too could have my name on that wall 
for the cuts that | would earn from 
my knitting. Since it took stronger 
hands than | had at that age and 
machines by the 1940s had 
replaced hand knit web, | 
_ hever did get my name on 
/é that wall. 

| can recall the pulling on 
my hair from the nonelectric 
clippers during cuts by others 
) | was sent to, but the Niemi 
j brothers must have had 

electric clippers for my first 
me, cuts because there was no 
pulling. 

Saturday was the day 
usually set aside in the Niemi 
* room for cuts. This of course 
was the day when all these 
single guys would be heading 
out for an evening of dances, 
parties and celebrating the 
end of the week. It wasn’t 
until later years when all the 
conversations about these 
plans would mean something to me. 

| recall my father Emil Korpela’s 
stories to me about his entire family 
being involved in the knitting of 







gillnet web for the upcoming 
Columbia River salmon __ fishing 
season. As a youth, he was not 


allowed to go back outside after 
school until he had knit a required 
amount of netting. This task involved 
the entire family. 

On one occasion, | needed to make 
a net deeper by 10 meshes. That 
experience dramatically illustrated 
that | could not possibly have enough 
time to knit a web between seasons 
to create a 250 fathom regulation 
Columbia River net unless | had a 
number of willing siblings. My 
lifestyle would have prevented my 
taking on and completing this task. 
Long hours of continuous knitting 
requires one’s hands and patience to 
adapt. 

| wonder how many of our readers 
can recall those days of haircuts and 
knitting Columbia River gillnets? 
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SAFE IS STILE 


By Todd Jones, Director, CEDC 

The Select Area Fisheries Evalua- 
tion (SAFE) funded by Bonneville 
Power Administration for the past 
eleven years has entered a new 
phase moving from a focus upin re- 
search to production. Funding to in- 
vestigate appropriate off-channel 
sites where hatchery stocks could be 
reared and released then harvested 
intensively upon return as adults be- 
gan in 1993. Seven sites Ore- 
gon and Washington were 
selected out of a potential 
twenty-five. The ten-year 
study included trying differ- | 
ent stocks of fall Chinook, - 
coho and eventually spring | 
Chinook to determine where ~ 
and when they could be har- [if 
vested, optimum rearing den- 
sities, release timing and 
other fish cultural strategies. © 
The program is operated by 
Oregon and Washington De- 
partments of Fish and Wildlife > 
and CEDC Fisheries. The acro- | 
nym SAFE was used to reflect 
that portion of the project 
funded by BPA. CEDC was suc- 
cessful in obtaining funding 
from Oregon State Legislature and 
the Oregon Restoration and Enhance- 
ment Board for other production and 
fish from other federally funded pro- 
grams such as Mitchell Act added to 
the project. 

With the completion of the study 
the Northwest Power and Conserva- 
tion Council has solicited proposals 
for all Fish and Wildlife programs to 
compete for the available moneys, 
about $139 million per year for the 
next three years. CEDC and the two 
states have submitted a proposal for 
the next three-year funding cycle 
under the familiar banner of SAFE 
except it now stands for Select Area 
Fisheries Enhancement. 

Under pressure by the NPCC to re- 
duce the management cost of the 
program and put more funds into the 
production of fish for harvest, the 
three entities agreed upon signifi- 
cant reductions in personnel. Wash- 
ington will eliminate three positions 
in FY 07 including its full time water 
quality staff and the consolidation of 


several fish techs into one full time 
position. CEDC and Washington will 
both reduce the Project Manager’s 
positions to 1/2 time each while Ore- 
gon will remain at 3/4 time. 

These staff reductions will be 
matched with realignment of staff 
responsibilities on the Oregon side to 
have closer collaboration between 
CEDC and state hatcheries. The initi- 





Gnat Creek staff in the future 


ation of the Blind Slough rearing of 
coho and spring Chinook has been 
the sole responsibility of CEDC. It re- 
quires one staff member to travel 
nearly fifty miles round trip to feed 
fish three days a week plus visit the 
site on the week end. This function 
will be taken over for the most part 
by Gnat Creek hatchery staff who 
are only a few miles from the site. 
This will free up a half position in 
CEDC, which will be dedicated to 
helping out at the North Fork Klaska- 
nine hatchery. This facility will no 
longer be hosting the SAB fall Chi- 
nook but will produce .75 million 
coho for release into Youngs Bay. 
The SAB program will be consolidat- 
ed at the South Fork Klaskanine 
hatchery operated by CEDC. An addi- 
tional 200,000 coho will be reared 
and released in Deep River on the 
Washington side. Some of the accli- 
mation coho CEDC normally release 
from Youngs Bay will be moved to 
Cathlamet Bay at the new MERTS 
site to begin a build up of releases 





Blind Slough net pen complex will be operated more by 
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there. It is still hoped that we will 
get the million acclimation smolts 
from Eagle Creek hatchery that were 
lost three years ago. 

Finally, the funding proposal will 
also recapture .25 million SABS cut 
from the program three years ago 
due to funding limitations and lack 
of eggs. CEDC anticipates with the 
move to the South Fork with the 

brood program and other cul- 

tural changes, the full compli- 
ment of 2.25 million SABS will 
| be a reality. 

The loss of spring Chinook 
from the South Fork hatchery 
due to water rights issue is the 
only real loss to the program. 
CEDC is working with Congress- 
man Wu to obtain funding to 
make modifications to Gnat 
Creek hatchery that will allow 
for an increase in production 
so that a significant portion of 
' those springers can be re- 
gained. That funding would 
also allow for modest improve- 
ments at the North Fork hatch- 
ery concrete pond and South 
Fork early rearing, which 
would allow for an additional .75 
million coho to be reared and re- 
leased between the two facilities. 
Eggs would be hatched at the North 
Fork, reared through the summer at 
that facility then taken to the South 
Fork in October when water is avail- 
able. Those fish would be released in 
the spring in time for the SAB fry to 
be put into the pond and reared to 
release August 1 when the water is 
no longer available for the summer. 


FACTORY. 


Klyde Thompson 


35359 Business 101 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Phone: (503) 325-2861 
Fax: (503) 325-8459 
After Hours: (503) 325-0233 
Cell: (503) 738-2836 












COLUMBIA RIVER 
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FINNEEST 
USA ‘06 


While FinnFest USA '06 official 
dates are July 26-30, 2006, land 
and water tours will actually 
start on Sunday, July 23rd. 
They will also be available after 
the festival on Sunday, July 30, 
through Tuesday, August 1st. 


The five days of the festival will 
feature 50+ musical groups and 
dancers, a cultural programming 
series with 50+ 
presentations/discussions on 
various topics, plays, a fashion 
show, athletic events, Finnish 
foods, children's activities, 
exhibits, demonstrations, a Tori 
(marketplace), dances every 
night, and a world premier 
Kantele Mass. 


To request registration 
information by mail: 


FinnFest USA ‘06, 
Info Request, 

P20: box 150; 
Naselle, WA 98638 


Website: 
www.finnfest2006.org 


Phone: 


G Ticor Title 


Title Insurance 
and Escrow Service 


Established in 1890 


We've got you covered 
at convenient locations 


630 Bond Street, Astoria 
325-2144 or 877-589-9744 


550 Roosevelt, Seaside 
738-8433 or 877-589-9747 
iS www.ticortitlenw.com P: 
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Fishing Youngs Bay in the 1960's 


Aluminum Fabrication and Boat Building 


Ge Chinook Marine Repair, Inc. & 


Authorized Dealer 
Volvo-Penta, Honda, Mercruiser, Steigercraft Boats, Mercury Outboards - Duroboat 


P. O. Box 61 ¢ Chinook, WA 98614 
Toll Free 1-800-457-9459 


Dale Hughes, owner 
(360) 777-8361 


We supply all your marine 
& automotive needs! 


ASTORIA AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY 


(WuPh) : 


23rd and Commercial 
in Astoria 325-2411 


Open Daily 8am to 6pm, 


SHOP 
Sat 8am - 5pm MaAPAD 
Sun 10am - 3pm —= 


salmon for All President Jim Wells 
(front) and Jerry Westerholm, CRFPU 
checking some web and line at the 
Astoria West End Basin. Jim has been 
very active and instrumental 
representing SFA in recent allocation 
issue meetings 


SALMON J 


Bob Eaton, bast Director of SFA has 
been instrumental in starting the web 
recycle program 





Monster NCL Cruise ship dwarfs 
Astoria West End mooring basin 


The BowPicker 


Albacore Fish & Chips 
17th & Duane 
Astoria 


















Loading CRFPU Recycle Web and Leadline, while Daily Astorian gets a story, in front 
of Union Office at West End Basin 
From left to right: Lori Assa - Daily Astorian Photographer, Ken Smith - 
Harbormaster, Jose Delgado - Forklift Operator, Jerry Westerholm - CRFPU, Kate 
Ramsayer - Daily Astorian Reporter. 









Photo by Jon Westerholm - CRFPU 





Congratulations to 
Englund Marine ! 


Thank you for your decades of 


community support and good 
luck at your new location 


Hanthorn/CRPA Cold Storage —1929 


J. O. Hanthorn Cannery Foundation 
(a 501 3¢ Corporation) 
www, canneryworker.org 


Pier 39 — Astoria 
Foot of 39th Street 
Astoria, Oregon 97103 
503-3 25-2502 


www.pier39-astoria.com 
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Can you identify these fine looking fellows 
from this picture taken in 1983 ? 





Can you Identify the very successful Duck Hunters in this 
1944 Photo taken below the SP&S Railroad Bridge at Blind 
Slough? How would you like to have the job of Picking and 
Dressing all those Mallards and Pintails? 





We had one reaction to the 
Northshore Photo from last 
Summers Edition, submitted by 


- . Rhoda Hughes from Chinook, Mrs. 
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“Special Designs for those Special Occasions” a Dick (Viet SwIPPepe er mer wnils 
é : Walt Grove, says that the man 

Cut Flowers « Potted Plants - Gift Items ’ \ Ieee 5 : 
eds | sitting in the stern of the boat is 


We Deliver! Call 325-3571 
Outside area call 1-800-339-3571 
951 Commercial Street, Astoria OR 97103 Worldwide Delivery 


Gust Seablom. 





Ilhwaco 
Fish Co, NIEMI OIL CO. 


PHONE 325-1972 


Ine. FAX 325-1973 


PE Se 34908 HWY 105 — SUITE #2 


Salmon For All Member P.O. BOX 989 ASTORIA, OR 97103 
Gasoline / Diesel / Lube Oil 


llwaco, Wash. 360/642-3773 Call for Delve 


Doug Ross , Pierre Marchand, Terry Gramson, Gillnet Buyers 





Let Us Take Your Hiring Headaches 
We Can Supply Good Help For All Your Staffing Needs 
To All Fishing Families, Happy New Year! 


* Fish Processing 

* Production & Assembly * Industrial 

* Food Processing * Food Services 

* Payroll Svc & Office Support * Warehouse 

* Restaurant & Motel * Clerical 

,~ © General Labor * Millwork 
TEMPORARY * Special Event Support * Technical 

EMPLOYMENT . Construction: Residential &  * General Office 


SERVICES Commercial ccs #104330 * And More 
Customized Payroll & Related Filings * Workers’ Comp & Many Other Benefits * Bilingual 


503- 86 1. 95 1 5 936 E Harbor Dr Suite B Warrenton OR 


CCB# 104330 
Check Our Web Site | a. heen 
www.pacwesttemps.com SERVING THE NORTHWEST SINCE 1992 


Oregon Financial Services Group 


Excellence for over 100 years 


Helping commercial fishermen with important financial decisions: 


Wealth Preservation Investments * Retirement Plans 
Business Planning Tax Reduction Strategies College Funding 
Insurance Strategies Long Term Care Insurance 


Oregon Financial Services Group has offices in Astoria, 
Gearhart, Portland, Medford, Corvallis, Salem, and Bend 


Our local representatives are: 


* Larry Elliott * Dan Arnoth 
Gearhart, OR Va eres Astoria, OR 
(503) 717-0505 THE AIWF CMI? CAMPANILE (503) 325-5139 


*Registered Representatives of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc., 
Member SIPC 
222 S. W. Columbia, Suite 825 


Portland, OR 97201 
(503) 221-1211 








Something's fishy ahotH aquaculture 
Or "Choose Your Chemicals" 


Seafood has grown rapidly in popu- 
larity among consumers in recent 
years due to its important health ben- 
efits. However, as over-fishing and 
environmental degradation have de- 
pleted wild fish stocks, an increasing 
proportion of the seafood consumed 
in the U.S. is farm-raised. When eat- 
ing farm-raised fish, consumers may 
not be aware that with every bite 
they are getting a dose of antibiotics, 
hormones, pesticides and/or other 
chemicals. Without a change in the 
way the U.S. Government regulates 
aquaculture, the side effects asso- 
ciated with these contaminants could 
negate the very health benefits con- 
sumers seek through fish consump- 
tion. 

As one might expect, three of the 
most popular seafood items for Ameri- 
can consumers are three of the top 
aquaculture imports: shrimp, salmon 
and tilapia. Together, they represent- 
ed almost two billion pounds of sea- 
food imported into the U.S. in 2003. 

Salmon producers regularly use ar- 


tificial dyes to make the pale grey 


meat of farm-raised salmon appear 
rich in color like healthy wild salmon. 
Not only are the dyes themselves po- 
tentially dangerous, with studies link- 
ing them to hyperactivity in children 
and retinal damage, but they also dis- 
guise farm-raised fish, and deceive 
consumers. Lurking beneath the arti- 
ficial pink coloring of farm-raised sal- 
mon is a hazardous concoction of 
potent antibiotics and chemicals. But 
salmon producers have found a way 
to hide the conditions in which the 
fish were raised, conditions that 
make the salmon potentially unsafe 
for human consumption. 

Farm-raised fish are packed into 
overcrowded pens that breed para- 
sites, fungi and promote the rapid 
spread of disease. The close confine- 
ment necessitates the heavy use of 
pesticides, antibiotics and other 
chemicals, which producers often 
dump directly into the water, creat- 
ing a stew of contaminants. Consu- 
mers eventually ingest the residues 
of these substances in the meat of 
farm-raised fish. 


Antibiotics used in fish farms can 
be dangerous to human health for 
many reasons. Several antibiotics 
that have been banned in the United 
States due to their human health 
risks may be used illegally in fish 
farms that export tons of fish to this 
country. Chloramphenicol, one such 
antibiotic, leads to an increased risk 
of developing cancer, and in very 
low concentrations may trigger 
aplastic anemia, a disease that caus- 
es bone marrow to stop producing 
red and white blood cells and is of- 
ten irreversible and fatal. Chloram- 
phenicol has been detected in 
imported fish, and although export- 
ing countries claim to have banned 
its use, monitoring of imported sea- 
food by FDA is lax and may not de- 
tect such contamination. 

Nitrofurans make up another group 
of antibiotics that has been banned 
in the United States due to its link 
with cancer. As aquaculture facilities 
attempt to reduce their reliance on 
chloramphenicol, they may be in- 
creasing their use of nitrofurans, 


HYDRAULIC AND MACHINE. WKS. 


SPLICE KING 
POWER BLOCK 


| ALUMINUM OR STAINLESS ROLLERS 


| GREASEABLE SEAL BUILT INTO HUB 
To PROTECT MOTOR SHAFT 


| DIRECT DRIVE TAPERED 
| SHAFT CHAR-LYNN MOTORS 


| STAINLESS BACKUP PLATE 


FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
STAINLESS PEELERS 


| STAINLESS SHEAVES 
| STAINLE SS HUB 
4 SIZES AVAILABLE 


LINE COILER 
-_s 


3 to 5 GPM 


HIGH SPEED LOW VOLUME MOTOR 
ALL STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION 


P.O. BOX 385, 34700 HWY 101 BUS. 


ASTORIA, OR 97103 


(503) 325 0630 FAX 325 0534 


1 800 425 0630 





TUNA PULLER 


HIGHLINERS CHOICE | 
STAINLESS SHEAVES | 
HAND FITTED | 


STAINLESS | 
PEELERS | 


4 GPM 
REQUIREMENT | 


TUNED FOR 90 MONO| 
LINE RELIEF ADJUSTMENT | 


RIGHT OR LEFT HAND MOUNTING 


which are even more difficult to de- 
tect. As a result, it is suspected that 
nitrofurans are being used in both 
domestic and foreign fish farms. 

Another drug used in Canadian fish 
farms is a sea lice medication called 
Slice.” Residues of the active ingre- 
dient in Slice, emarnectin benzoate, 
have been found in Canadian farmed 
salmon-95 percent of which is export- 
ed to the United States-and is linked 
to behavioral and growth effects, and 
abnormal brain changes. 

In addition to the health hazards as- 
sociated with some antibiotics them- 
selves, heavy antibiotic use in fish 
farms may also contribute to the crea- 
tion of antibioticresistant bacteria. 
The Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has stated that many illnesses, 
such as tuberculosis, gonorrhea, ma- 
laria, and childhood ear infections, 
have become more difficult to treat 
due to growing antibiotic resistance. 

Another dangerous chemical found 
in farm-raised fish is malachite green, 
which is often used as a fabric dye 
but is also used extensively in aqua- 
culture to prevent fungal growth on 






WEST COAST 
PROPELLER 
SERVICE 


of Warrenton, Oregon 






Hi-Torque Propellers, the 
Captain’s Choice! 


Certified & Authorized factory 
Repair Station 


Propellers & Shafts 
our specialty 


Welding — Machine Shop 


827 NE Harbor Street, 
Warrenton OR 


(503) 861-1483 fax 861-1112 


Now two locations to serve 
you: Warrenton and 
Homer, Alaska! 


41871 Kachemak Dr. 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-3737 


fish eggs and to treat parasitic infec- 
tions in adult fish. Malachite green is 
toxic and carcinogenic to humans and 
increases the risk of genetic muta- 
tion. Although it is banned in the 
United States, Europe, and many ex- 
porting countries, malachite green 
was detected in fish imported into 
Europe as recently as last year. 
Environmental contaminants are 
also found in higher concentrations 
in farmraised fish than among wild 
fish. Some of these pollutants in- 
clude PCBs (polychlorinated biphen- 
yls, once used as lubricants and 
coolants but banned in the 1970s 
due to their extreme toxicity), Diox- 
in (found in the notorious defoliant 
Agent Orange), toxaphene and diel- 
drin (two banned pesticides) and 
PBDEs (polybrominated diphenyl 
ether, a flame retardant). 
Carnivorous farm-raised fish like sal- 
mon contain higher levels of these 
contaminants because they are fed a 
diet high in fish oils and meal derived 
mainly from small pelagic fish that ac- 
cumulate these contaminants in their 
fat. Furthermore, farmed salmon ac- 


Papa Nurplups. 


TAKE 'N' BAKE PIZZA 


889 Marine Drive 


in Astoria 


325-4063 


Phone ahead — We'll have it ready! 









M & N Stores 
WORKWEAR & SHOES 


* Carhartt ¢ Dickies ¢ Filson e 
° Wrangler * Georgia 
¢ LaCrosse ¢ Ben Davis ¢ 
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cumulate more contaminants because 
kept in crowded, confined pens, 
which restrict their exercise and cause 
them to develop more of the fat in 
which the contaminants are stored. 

Despite the seriousness of the hu- 
man health threats from these and 
other sources, enforcement of regula- 
tions in domestic and foreign aquacul- 
ture remains lax. The FDA, which is 
responsible for ensuring the safety of 
the U.S. seafood supply, fails to effec- 
tively enforce its own standards with 
foreign producers. For example, the 
agency inspects only a tiny fraction of 
the seafood inported into the U.S. and 
does not test at all for many of the il- 
legal drugs and chemicals that may be 
used in foreign fish farms. 

As consumption of farm-raised fish 
grows, consumers need to know the 
risks involved with eating it and feed- 
ing it to their children, who are at 
highest risk from the drugs, chemicals 
and contaminants found in aquacul- 
ture products. Consumers wanting to 
avoid farm-raised seafood are encour- 
aged to ask seafood sellers if their 
products are wild or farm-raised. 

In April 2005, consumers received 
some much-needed help determining 
the origins of seafood when the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Country 
of Origin Labeling (COOL) rules be- 
come effective. COOL will designate 
the country of origin and the method 
of production (farmed or wild) of fish 
and shellfish, allowing consumers to 
begin making informed choices about 
the seafood products they purchase. 
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Bucked out of many storm-tossed coves 
When a wind-switch caught me by surprise. 
But usually saw it coming... 

Just had to use my eyes. 


Watched the wind blow ‘round the compass, 
Then settle from foul to fair. 

So we resumed where we left off, 

With only the normal care. 


There's always been a rhythm by which we lived, 


The normal high and low. 
We always knew when, where, and how 
When it was time to go. 


But now a different sort of wind 

Is blowing a different kind of change. 
Can't see the calm for which to run, 
Things just seem murky and strange. 


There seems to be a whole new agenda 

And it has nothing to do with fair and square. 
New laws favor a few, by newcomers, 

Who have never even been out there. 


What happened to keeping a healthy fleet, 
And keeping crews working on the boats? 
Guess it'll be easier to dictate and manage, 
If there are only a few of us left afloat. 


It's an ill wind indeed, 

That blows in from the East. 

And you're poorly advised if you're feeling smug, 
Because at least you got your piece. 


There used to be a natural progression 

If you kept the dream and really tried. 

From deck to wheelhouse was the natural step, 
And time was on your side. 


But now so many talented young men 

Are giving up and drifting away. 

‘Cause some know-nothing pencil pushers 
Seem to have all the say. 


Hierarchies are being formed, 
Nearly dead, the American way. 
Hard work and integrity, 

No longer seem to carry the day. 


| mourn for the freedom that's being killed, 
The life-style that's slipping away. 

By the time the mistakes are recognized, 

| fear it will be gone to stay. 


I'd gladly give up all my permits, 

To see limited entry just go away. 

Get back to common sense and fishing smarts, 
In order to make it pay. 


Fisheries managers act like we're all 

Just a bunch of marauders loose out there. 
Meanwhile, collecting their fat tax-paid salaries, 
Without accountability or care. 


Fisheries managers’ jobs and wages 
Should be scaled to what a fisherman makes. 


Let's see them pay their bills on someone's whim. 


I'll bet then they'd get it straight! 


David Densmore 
January 2004 























Dave Densmore is a local 
fisherman both on the 
Columbia River and on the 
Pacific Ocean. He has a 
knack for writing “Fisher 
Poetry” and has participated — 
in the “Astoria Fisher Poetry” 
gatherings. His work has 
appeared in other publications, 
including the Alaska Fishermans 
Journal. 
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A Wave Goodbye 





Benjamin F Jolma 


Benjamin F. Jolma, a lifelong resi- 
dent of Clatskanie, died Thursday, Dec. 
22, at Community Home Health and Hos- 
pice in Longview at the age of 89. 

He was born in Clatskanie on July 6, 
1916, the son of Jacob and Tyyne (Paato- 
lo) Jolma, and received his education at 
Midland, Quincy and Clatskanie grade 
schools before graduating from Clatska- 
nie High School in 1934. He continued his 
education at Polytechnic College of Engi- 
neering in Oakland, Calif., graduating in 
1937; 

On July 30, 1937, he married Marie 
Manninen in Vancouver. A member of 
one of the pioneer fishing families in the 
area, he learned to fish from his father 


in order to earn his first bicycle and con- 
tinued gillnet fishing for the next 56 
years. 

He was a logger and a bulldozer owner- 
operator, purchasing his first D2 Caterpil- 
lar shortly after college. He then upgrad- 
ed to a D6 when he received a contract 
to help install the Bonneville power line 
between St. Helens and Astoria. As the 
commercial gillnet industry continued to 
grow in the early 1950s, Mr. Jolma start- 
ed Jolma Marine Service out of a bunk- 
house at Point Adams in the Midland 
District to repair engines. 

During the summers he and his brother 
Ray traveled to Alaska for the red salmon 
run. In 1960 they built the “J & J” and 
fished with it in Bristol Bay, Alaska, for 
31 years. He was a member of the Astor- 
ia Elks for 55 years and the Columbia Riv- 
er Fisherman’s Protective Union. 

Survivors include his wife of 68 years, 
Marie Jolma of Longview; two sons and 
daughters-in-law, John 
and Vadien (Hurst) Jolma of Vancouver 
and Tom and Elisa (Korpela) Jolma of 
Woodland, Wash.; a brother, Kenneth 
Jolma; seven grandchildren, Mike Jolma, 
Mark Jolma, Jerrit Jolma, Jodi Beard, Re- 
becca Barton, Kristina Coffey, and Mere- 
dith McClain; eight great grandchildren, 
Cara Jolma, Eric Jolma, Bryant Jolma, 
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Brooke Jolma, Alex Coffey, Kysa Coffey, 
Wyatt McClain, and Henry Barton, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by a son, 
Bill Jolma in 1997, and two brothers, Ray 
Jolma and James Jolma. 

2005 





Raymond L Yost 


Canvas worker, 92 


Former Astoria resident Raymond L. 
Yost died Sunday, June 12,2005 in Van- 
couver, Wash. 

Mr. Yost was born May 4,1913 in Port- 
land to Peter L. and Katherine Hinkle 
Yost. He moved to Astoria at age 7 with 
his family and attended local schools. He 
graduated from Astoria High School. 

Mr. Yost worked at a variety of jobs in 
the local area. As a youth, he worked at 
a downtown drugstore and later at a fu- 
neral home. He served on the dredge 
Natoma and the Lightship Columbia. Dur- 
ing the Great Depression, he and three 
friends from Astoria mined for gold in 
Southern Oregon. He was also employed 
at Beebe Marine Supply. 

During World War II, Mr. Yost served in 
the U.S. Army. He attended radar repair 
school and later served in Texas, at Fort 
Worden, and in the Philippines. He mar- 
ried Gerda Petersen March 7, 1949 in 
Seaside. She preceded him in death. 

After World War II, Mr. Yost attended 
Vanport College. In 1953, he took over 
operation of P.L. Yost Canvas and Leath- 
er Shop from his father, which he ran un- 
til his retirement in 1975. He labored for 
many years to accomplish a major recon- 
struction of the building that housed his 
business. 

Mr. Yost is survived by one son and 
daughter-in-law, Peter L. and Susan Yost 
of Vancouver; two daughters and one 
son-in-law, Marjorie and Barry Campbell 
of Gallup, N.M., and Marie Yost of Astor- 
ia; six grandchildren, Connie DuBois, Ka- 
tie and Emily Campbell and Raymond, 
Diane and Katherine Yost; and two great- 
grandchildren; two sisters, Katherine 
Hollingworth of Svensen and Frances 
Thomas of Portland. One sister, Irene 
Wilson, preceded him in death. 








Mildred L. Nicholas 


Astoria resident, 92 


Mildred L. Nicholas, 92, of Astoria, 
died Monday, June 27, 2005 in Warren- 
ton. 

Mrs. Nicholas was born Jan. 14, 1913 
in Portland to Jess and Clara Van Doozer. 
She married Frank King Larsen in 1930 in 
Astoria. He died in 1957. 

Later, she married Edwin L. Nicholas 
and lived in Burnside. Mr. Nicholas died 
in 1989, 

Mrs. Nicholas grew begonias and pan- 
sies commercially for more than 10 years 
and assisted both her husbands in their 
commercial fishing businesses. She later 
worked as a Sales consultant for Carl and 
Jan Mead of Mead’s Interiors. She was an 
honored member of the Fishermen’s 
Wives group and lobbied for the rights of 
commercial fishermen. She also served 
on the Consumer Seafood Center Building 
Committee. 

A resident of the Astoria area for more 
than 75 years, Mrs. Nicholas enjoyed 
many hobbies, including gardening, bird- 
ing, sport fishing, clamming, traveling 
and reading. 

Mrs. Nicholas is survived by a daugh- 
ter, Susan Larsen Hoffman of Astoria; a 
son-inlaw, Joseph Tatrault of Astoria; 
and many nephews and nieces. 





Floyd Lewis Wright Jr. 


Hammond resident, 79 


Floyd Lewis Wright Jr., 79, of Ham- 
mond, died Thursday, Sept. 15,2005 in 
Harnmond. 

Mr. Wright was born Dec. 14,1925 in 
Hood River, to Floyd and State Wright. 


He grew up in Hood River and Astoria, 
graduating Astoria High School in 1943. 
He served in World War II with the Navy. 
After the war, he attended the Universi- 
ty of Oregon. 

Mr. Wright married Delores Becker of 
Astoria in 1948. They later divorced. 

He worked for Columbia River Packers 
Association (CRPA), Bumble Bee Seafoods 
in Astoria and San Diego for more than 
30 years before retiring and moving back 
to the Astoria area in the late 1980s. 

Family members said that the seafood 
industry was a lifelong passion. 

In 1999, he married his best friend, 
Arden Durrell. She died in June 2004. 

Together, with family, the Wrights, 
enjoyed fishing, bird hunting and travel- 
ing south in the winter. 

Mr. Wright is survived by two sons and 
one daughter-in-law, Floyd Wright of San 
Diego and David and Barb Wright of New- 
port, two stepdaughters and sons-in-law, 
Tami and David Baker and Shana and Bob 
Gilrein, all of Spokane, Wash.; one step- 
son, Corey Durrell of Seattle; eight 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
and numerous cousins. 


Vincent J. Pincetich 


Vincent J. ‘Pincetich of Northridge, 
Caif., passed away Oct. 10, 2005, at the 
age of 90. He was born Jan. 15,1915, in 
Astoria. 

A former commercial fisherman, pro- 
fessional photographer, truck driver, and 
importer, Vince spent his retirement col- 
lecting and restoring vintage automobiles 
and remodeling his home. 

Vince is survived by his two children, 
son, Joseph and his wife, Joyce, and 
their sons, Daniel and Stephen, as well 
as his daughter, Maria, her husband, 
Joshua, and their daughter, Eva. 


Jennie 0. Johnson 
Cannery worker, 88 


Jennie 0. Johnson, 88, or Astoria died 
Tuesday, June 21, 2005, in Astoria. 

Mrs. Johnson was born in Astoria Nov. 
12, 1916 to Sigurd and Kristina Olsen. 
She attended school in Astoria. 

On Dec. 31, 1934, she married Lester 
Josephson in Kelso, Wash. He died March 
BngD6: 

She married Harold Johnson Aug. 8, 
1959 in Astoria. He survives, residing in 
Astoria. 

Mrs. Johnson worked for Van Camp and 


Bumble Bee canneries where she was a 
line lady. In 1974, she retired from Bum- 
ble Bee Cannery. 

In addition to her husband, Mrs John- 
son is survived by one son and daughter- 
inlaw, Dennis and Judy Josephson; one 
sister, Opal Kral three grandchildren; 
and three great-grand children. 

One sister, Pearl Peschl, died in 1985. 


Anna Irene Clark 
Cook, 96 


Anna Irene Clark, 96, of Chinook, 
Wash., died Friday, Oct. 21, 2005, in 
Cathlamet, Wash. 

She was born Dec. 19, 1908 to Austrian 
immigrants Zachary and Marahta (Saka- 
luk) Eliuk in Laurier, a small logging vil- 
lage in northeastern Washington. 

She attended school in Northport, 
Wash. When her mother died in the 1918 
influenza epidemic, Mrs. Clark helped 
run the family farm. She quit school in 
1924 and worked as a nanny to help with 
finances. 

On Dec. 28, 1927, she married Eugene 
Clark. He died Oct. 8, 2000, after 72 
years of marriage. 

Mrs. Clark cooked at logging camps. In 
1941, she moved to Longview, Wash., 
and bought the Park ‘n Eat Café. She re- 
membered that soldiers guarding the 
Longview bridge called and ordered ham- 
burgers, which her son delivered on his 
bicycle. In 1942, she moved to Camas, 
Wash., and worked for Crown Zellerbach 
in the twine factory. 

Mrs. Clark also fished with her husband 
on the Columbia River and in Alaska for 
many years. In 1968, she moved to Chi- 
nook, where she worked at Chinook 
Packing Company and Chinook Custom 
Cannery before retiring in 1972. 

She enjoyed gardening, baking, sew- 
ing, crocheting and watching Major 
League Baseball on TV. Family members 
said she enjoyed her family. 

Mrs. Clark is survived by one son and 
daughter-in-law, Les and Frances Clark 
of Chinook; a daughter and son-in-law, 
Dorothy and Irv Loucks of Ellensburg, 
Wash.; a sister, Sally Dunker of Kent, 
Wash.; one brother, Jack Eliuk of Wa- 
shougal, Wash.; five grandchildren, Kar- 
en Gray of Seaview, Wash., Lee Clark 
and Cheryl Raistakka, both of Naselle, 
Wash., Steve Clark of Cathlamet and 
Gaylor Wilson of Newberg; six great- 
grandchildren, Leeann and Ryan Gray, 
Baylee, Jake and Chelsea Clark and Ja- 
son Raistakka; and 22 nieces and neph- 
ews. 

She was preceded in death by a sister, 
Stephanie Post, in 2002. 








Kenny Paavola 


Kenny Paavola was born to Mildred 
Kauppi Paavola and Gust Paavola at St. 
Mary’s Hospital on January 22, 193 8 and 


passed away quietly at his home in Astor- 


ia on December 4, 2005. 

His early years were spent exploring 
nature and helping maintain the family 
farm in Walluski. He received his early 
education in the Olney-Walluski one- 
room schoolhouse, then Lewis & Clark 
Consolidated. He graduated from Astoria 
High School with the class of 1956. While 
in school and as a young adult, Kenny 
drove a grocery produce van, worked at 


service stations and the canneries, then 


settled at Columbia River Packers Associ- 


ation (later Bumble Bee Seafoods). When 
American Can started operation, Kenny 
used his skills as a mechanic and was 
employed there until they closed. He 
also served as cook on the Salvage Chief 
and Oregon Responder. 

He married his high school sweetheart 
Rose-Marie L’Amie on April 19,1958. 
They had known each other since they 
were young children. As a young man, he 
enjoyed hunting and fishing, especially 
the “campfire time” with friends. He en- 
joyed travel to Lake Tahoe, Mexico and 
Hawaii as his health permitted. He was 
especially pleased to visit Finland, birth- 
place of his parents, in 2004. Kenny was 
happiest when surrounded by friends and 
family and was especially proud of his 
daughters and their families. 

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, 
Rose-Marie; daughters and sons-in-law 
Stephanie and Kurt Duerfeldt of Oak 
Park, Calif., Lisa and Burton Tarabochia 
of Bend and grandchildren Austin and La- 
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uren Duerfeldt, Greg, Chelsea and Bur- 
ton Tarabochia; his brother and sister- 
in-law Jim and Geri Paavola; nieces Jen- 
nifer Schillereff and Kris Koivunen and 
their families; brother-in-law Alfred 
“Butch” L’Amie; nephews Mark, Todd, 
Scott and their families. He is preceded 
in death by his mother, father and sister 
Sheryl. 

Since 2000, Kenny enjoyed the fellow- 
ship of his “Saturday Morning” friends, 
who provided great comfort and support. 

Most importantly, remember to tell 
yourfriends andfamily how much you 
love them! 
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Lee Makovich 1933-2005 


Lee Makovich, a regular contributor to 
Fishermen’s News who wrote the popular col- 
umn Out of the Past, died of cancer last 
month at the age of 71. He is survived by his 
wife of 53 years, JoAnn, and their six chil- 
dren. 

The son of a Croatian immigrant fisherman 
who settled in Gig harbor, Washington, Mako- 
vich worked on fishing boats as a young man, 
fishing on boats at Cape Flattery and the San 
Juan Islands. To be closer to his family, he 
took jobs on land, becoming a truck driver 
for a while, and worked on the Washington 
State Ferries as an engineer. Later he was 
the owner of an express delivery company, 
then a logging company and, still later, he re- 
turned to truck driving until he retired. 

Lee’s love for old stories about men like his 
father led to a second career as a maritime 
historian. For more than a decade, Makovich. 
wrote about fishermen and their boats. He 
was known for his thorough research and me- 
ticulous accuracy, and was well regarded 
throughout the industry, by his readers and 
by the editors of the magazines and newspa- 
pers to which he contributed. 

His pictures of literally thousands of boats, 
and the information he compiled on these 
vessels, carefully catalogued and indexed, 
were the source for his articles. In time, Lee 
had built such a database with the help of his 
son Nick that the Coast Guard came to him 
for information on West Coast fishing boats. 

At the time of his death, Lee’s database in- 
cluded information on more than 5,600 
boats. 

Lee was a much beloved member of the 
commercial fishing community, and he and 
his stories will be sorely missed. 














Max Kelly 


Max Kelly died at home in Weiser, ID, on De- 
cember 2, 2005 after a short intense 

battle with Pancreatic Cancer. Max was very 
specific about his final wishes. He 

wished cremation and did not want a funeral 
or a “sappy obituary.” He said, “Anyone who 
knows me knows about me, and anyone who 
doesn’t know me doesn’t care anyway.” “No 
funeral. If you want to throw a party go ahead 
and make a toast to me.” 

Max wanted to be remembered as an “ordi- 
nary guy who did the best he could.” 

Max was an avid and ethical hunter and 
fisherman. He was a history buff, especially 
WWII; he was widely and well read. He was 
an expert on firearms and ballistics. He loved 
to teach others how to reload and rebuild 
guns. Max was a logger, pile-buck and Marine 
Construction Superintendent. He was well 
known and respected in his profession. He 
built docks and bridges in Dutch Harbor and 
many other ports and rivers in the Pacific NW, 


California, Canada and Alaska. He was an ex- 
acting and precise supervisor and regarded a 
fair and respected boss. Max hated gossip and 
judged his friends Only on his personal rela- 
tionship with them. He and Lee Ann had many 
adventures and together they traveled roads 
and back roads from Alaska to Mexico. They 
made 11 trips on the Alcan Highway in the 
last 19 years and were packing for a trip up 
the Alcan to Homer, Alaska when he was diag- 
nosed with pancreatic cancer in August. Max 
had opinions about almost everything and 
spoke his mind. He stated that he “didn’t give 
a damn about being politically correct.” Along 
with many other Irishman he loved St. Patty’s 
day and always “wore the Green” and a but- 
ton that read “Worlds Largest Leprechaun.” 
Max was a great storyteller, always believing 
that any good story was better with a little 
color added. He adored his grandchildren and 
was thrilled to have great-grandchildren. Max 
had a legion of friends and was surprised and 
grateful to receive literally hundreds of cards 
and letters, phone calls and visits from people 
from Alaska to California, from the Pacific NW 
to Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Georgia and 
Canada. 

Max was born 01/24/1934, the third child 
of Russell and Burnice (Mack) Kelly in Stayton, 
OR. The family moved to the Knappa area 
when Max was 3 years old. His birth family, in 
order of age are: Brother, Rex (Shirley) Kelly 
of Scappoose, OR, their children: Teresa, 


Sharon, Susan, Kirk and Pamela. Sister, Willo- 
la (known as Dode), John Glegor (deceased); 
their children: Connie, Nick, Ruthie, Scott 
and Kelly. Dode is now married to Bud Heil- 
mann and they live in Birkenfeld, OR and 
Yuma, AZ. Brother, Don (Marina) Kelly; their 
children: John (Rusty), Ron and Kerrie, all of 
Knappa. Sister, Peggy Massey of Warrenton, 
OR, her children: Vickie, Cindy, Jeff and Bob- 
by. Max married Donna Israel in 1952; their 
children, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren are: Michael (Kathy Rae) Kelly 
of Knappa, his children: Dustin (Sarah) Kelly 
and Carla Hippensteel; her daughter Mikenzie 
of Warrenton, OR. Patrick Kelly, his son, Pat- 
rick Kelly Jr., both of Knappa, Timothy Kelly 
of Knappa, Lynette Searle of Warrenton; her 
children’: Ryan (Rachel): children Nolan and 
Logan of Bend, OR and Jarred Thebiay (de- 
ceased). Max married Lee Ann Jones (Thom- 
as/ Jones) Eisenbarth July 4, 1968. Their 
children and grandchildren are: Lori Lunsford 
of Hammond, OR, her children: Daniel, Krista 
and Kylee Lunsford, and Allysa Dannen; Jodi 
(Steve) Anderson of Knappa: their children: 
Max and Emma. Stepsons; Darrian Eisenbarth 
(deceased) and Corey (Kelly) Eisenbarth of 
Knappa, his child: Lana. Max also had 6 broth- 
ers-in-law: Tom Thomas of Carlin, NV, Tony 
Thomas (deceased), Daniel Keegan of Atlan- 
ta, GA, Robert Keegan of Boise, ID, S. Lee 
Thomas of Mitchell, IN, and Bud Heilmann of 
Birkenfeld. 
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weather etc. 
We have nets in stock for the Columbia 
River, Youngs Bay and Alaska. 
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Gillnetters: Left, Historic Bristol Bay, Alaska; Pilot 
Right is a Columbia River Bowpicker 
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